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Advertiſement. 


HE following Diſcourſes were 
originally delivered in a private 
literary ſociety, without the moſt diſ- 
tant view to their publication. It 
* muſt, in truth, be acknowledged that 
the Reader will find in them many 
hints thrown out on Subjects of con- 
ſequence, which are not ſo fully and 
accurately proſecuted as their impor- 
tance requires; beſides that the . 
timents are often expreſſed with a 
freedom, which, however allowable 
in a private company, may perhaps 
be deemed too bold when offered to 
the Public. All this the Author him- 
ſelf was fully ſenſible of, though he 
had neither leiſure nor inclination to 
alter them. 


4-2 This 


iv 
Ta1is little Work, however, not- 
withſtanding its imperfections, has, in 


the Editor's opinion, a very conlide- 


rable degree of merit ; and in theſe 
ſentiments he has the honour of being 
joined by ſeveralof the Author's friends 
of great diſtinction in the Republic of 
Letters. He has taken the liberty, 
therefore, of offering it to the Public, 
almoſt without the Author's conſent, 
though not without his knowledge : 


how far he has been his friend in ſo 


doing, that Public, to whoſe candor 


he ſubmits it, muſt determine. 


D1S- 


— 


DISCOURSE I. 


UM AN Nature has been conſider- 
ed in different and oppoſite lights. 
Some have painted it in a moſt amiable 
form, and carefully ſnaded every weak- 
neſs and deformity. They have repreſent- 
ed vice as foreign and unnatural to the 
Human Mind, and have maintained 
that what paſſes under that name is, 
in general, only an exuberance of vir- 
tuous diſpoſitions, or good affections im- 
B properly 


(2) 
properly directed, but that it never pro- 
ceeds from any natural malignity or de- 
pravity of the heart itſelf.— The Human 
Underſtanding has been thought capable 
of penetrating into the deepeſt receſſes of 
nature, the Human Power capable of imi- 
tating her works, and in ſome caſes ac- 


quiring a ſuperiority over them.—Such 


views are generally embraced by thoſe 
who have good hearts and happy tempers, 
who are beginning the world, and are 
not yet hackney'd in the ways of men, 
by thoſe who love ſcience and have an 
ambition to excell in it ; and they have 
an obvious tendency: to raiſe the genius 
and mend the heart, 'but are the fource 
of frequent and cruel diſappointments.— 
Qthers have repreſented Human Nature 
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as a ſink of depravity and wretchedneſs, 


have ſuppoſed this its natural State and 


the 


4 the unavoidable lot of humanity ; They 
1 have repreſented the Human Underſtand- 
1 Wing as weak and ſhort ſighted, the Hu- 
man Power as feeble and extremely limit- 
fed, and have treated all attempts to en- 

large them as vain and chimerical.— Such 
- f ee eee are greedily adopted by 
1 * narrow and contracted hearts, and by men 
8 F Jof very limited genius, who feel within 
„themſelves the juſtneſs of the deſcrip- 
1 tion. It muſt be owned likewiſe, that 
| wen are often agreeable and ſoothing 
to men of excellent and warm affec- 


I 

i 

2 | 3 tions, but too great ſenſibility of Spirit, 
| 

e 


jury tempers have been hurt by fre- 

quent diſappointments in life. A bad 
opinion of Human Nature readily pro- 
e ; | auces a ſelfiſh diſpoſition, and renders the 
„ temper cheerleſs and unſociable; A low 
d opinion of our intellectual faculties de- 
1 "WW 8 preſſes 
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preſſes the genius, as it cuts off all pro- 


ſpect of attaining a much greater degree i 
of knowledge than is preſently poſſeſt, 


and of executing any grand and extenſive 
plans of improvement. 1 
Ir is not propoſed to inſiſt further on 


the ſeveral advantages and difadvantages 


of theſe oppoſite views of Human Nature, 


and the influence they have in forming a 
character.— Perhaps that View may be 


the ſafeſt which conſiders it as formed for 


every thing that is good and great, and 
ſets no bounds to its capacity and power, F 


but looks on its preſent attainments as 
trifling and of no account. Tz 
| Enquiries into Human Nature, tho: of 
the firſt importance, have been proſecuted * 
with little care and leſs ſucceſs This has 1 
been partly owing to the general cauſes 
which have obſtructed the progreſs of the 

Fa other 


1 | 

3 other branches of knowledge, and partly to 
4 the peculiar difficulties of the Subject.— 
Enquiries into the ſtructure of the Hu- 
1 an Body have indeed been proſecuted 
3 ith great diligence and accuracy. But 

this was a matter of no great difficulty. 

1 t required only labour and a ſteady hand. 

The Subject was permanent; the Ana- 
: tomiſt could fix it in any poſition, and 


S | 5 I 
make what experiments on it he pleaſed, 
J Z Trz Human Mind, on the other hand, 


3 &vervarying even in the ſame pen 10 
1 race it throꝰ its almoſt endleſs varieties, 
kequires the moſt profound and extenſive 

1 nowledge, and the moſt piercing and 
3 collected genius. But tho'it be a matter 
pf great difficulty to inveſtigate and aſcer- 
E ain the laws of the mental Conſtitution, 
L ».” yet 


(6) 
yet there is no reaſon to doubt of its 
being, however ſeemingly fluctuating, 
governed by laws as fixt and invariable 
as thoſe of the Material Syſtem. 'F 

Ir has been the misfortune of moſt of 6. 
thoſe who have ſtudy'd the Philoſophy of 4 
the Human Mind, that they have been : 
little acquainted with the ſtructure of the 
Human Body, and the laws of the Animal 
Oeconomy; and yet the Mind and Body or” 
are fo intimately connected, and have 
ſuch a mutual influence on one another, A 
that the conſtitution of either, examined I 
apart, can never be thoroughly under- Y 
ſtood. For the ſame reaſon it has been 
an unſpeakable loſs to Phyſicians, that 
they have been ſo generally inattentive 
to the peculiar laws of the Mind and their 
influence on the Body. A late celebrated 
i profeſſor of that art in a neighbouring 
1 1 nation, 


(7) 


nation, who perhaps had rather a clear 


geniusorenlarged views of Nature, wrote 
a Syſtem of Phyſic, wherein he ſeems to 


chine, and makes a feeble and vain at- 
tempt to explain all the Phænomena of 
the Animal Oeconomy, by mechanical 
1 and chymical principles.—Stahl his co- 

A temporary and rival, who had a more en- 
A larged genius, and penetrated more deep- 
AY 9 ly into Nature, took in the conſideration 
d of the ſentient Principle, and united the 


3 that of the Human Body: but the luxuri- 
aney of his imagination often bewildered 
P | hin, and the perplexity of his manner 
ir and obſcurity of his Stile, make his Writ- 
a | 1 ings little read and leſs underſtood. 

ag Bsipxs theſe, there is another cauſe 
n, I 1 B 4 which 
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and methodical head, than an extenſive | 


XZ have conſidered Man entirely as a Ma- 


2 Philoſophy of the Human Mind, with 
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(8) 


which makes the knowledge of Human 


Nature very lame and imperfect, which we 


propoſe more particularly to enquire into. 
Ma has been uſually conſidered as a 
Being that had no analogy to the reſt of 
the Animal Creation. The comparative 


Anatomy of Brute Animals has indeed 


been cultivated with ſome attention; and 
has been the ſource of the moſt uſeful 
diſcoveries in the Anatomy of the Human 
Body : But the comparative AnimalOeco- 
nomy of Mankind and other Animals, 
and comparative Views of theirStates and 
manner of life, have been little regarded. 
The pride of man is alarmed, in this 
Caſe, with too cloſe a compariſon, and the 
dignity of Philoſophy will not eaſily ſtoop 


to receive a leſſon from the inſtin&t of 
Brutes.— But this conduct is very weak | 
and fooliſh.— Nature is a whole, made 

6 up 


Is EF - 
x | up of parts, which tho? diſtin&, are inti- 
| mately connected with one another. This 
connection is ſo cloſe, that one Species of- 
ten runs into another ſo imperceptibly, 
| that it is difficult to ſay where the one 
begins and the other ends. — This is par- 
ticularly the caſe with the loweſt of one 
Species, and the higheſt of that imme- 
; diately below it.—On this account no 
one part of the great Chain can be per- 
fectly underſtood, without the knowledge, 
at leaſt, of the links that are neareſt to it. 
In comparing different Animals with 
one another, an immenſe variety 1s to be 
obſerved in their ſeveral powers and fa- 
culties, which are adapted to the peculiar 


£1 ſpheres of Action allotted them by Pro- | 


vidence. There are many circumſtances 
in which they are ſimilar, and ſome which 
are common to them all. | 


r 2 1 
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Max 


na) 
Max is evidently at the head of the 
Ammal Creation,—He ſeems not only 
to be poſſeſt of every ſource of pleaſure, 


which any of them enjoy, but of many 


others, which they are altogether ſtrangers 
to. If he is not the only Animal poſſeſt 


of reaſon, he has it in a degree ſo greatly 


ſuperior, as admits of no compariſon.— 
The pleaſures of the Imagination, the 
pleaſure ariſing from Science, from the 
fine Arts, and from the Principle of curi- 
oſity, are peculiar to the Human Species. 
But above all, the Moral Senſe, with the 
happineſs inſpired by religion and the 
various intercourſes of ſocial life, is their 
diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic. 

Wr propoſe now to make ſome obſer- 
vations on certain adyantages which the 


lower Animals ſeem to poſſeſs above us, 


and afterwards to enquire how far the 
advantages 


(11) 


advantages poſſeſt by Mankind are cul- 


tivated by them in ſuch a manner as to 

render them happier as well as wiſer and 
more diſtinguiſhed. 

THreRE are many Animals who have 


than We have; ſome are ſtronger, ſome 
ſwifter; but theſe and ſuch other quali- 


ties, however advantageous to them in 


their reſpective ſpheres of life, would be 
uſeleſs and often very prejudicial to us. — 
But it ſhould be a very ſerious and inter- 
eſting Queſtion, whether there may not 
be certain advantages they have over us, 
which are not the reſult of their parti- 
cular ſtate of life, but are advantages in 
thoſe points, where we ſhould at leaſt be 
on a level with them. 


Ils it not a truth that all Animals, ex- 


ecpt ourſelves, enjoy every pleaſure their 
— 84 Natures 


ſome of the external Senſes more acute 


( 12 ) 

Natures are capable of, that they are 
ſtrangers to pain and ſickneſs, and, ab- 
ſtracting from external accidents, arrive 


at the natural period of their Being? We 


ſpeak of wild Animals only. Thoſe that 
are tame and under our direction partake 
of all our miſeries. Is it a neceſſary con- 
ſequence of our ſuperior faculties, that 
not one of ten thouſand of our Species 
ſhould die a natural death, that we 
ſtruggle thro? a * frail and feveriſh being, 
in continual danger of ſickneſs, of pain, 
of dotage, and the thouſand nameleſs ills 
that experience ſhews to be the portion 
of human life. —If this appears to be the 
deſigned order of Nature, it becomes 
us cheerfully to ſubmit to it ; but if 
theſe Evils appear to be adventitious 
and unnatural to our conſtitution, it is an 


Milton. ED 
. enquiry 
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1 ( 13 ) 
1 enquiryof the laſt importance, whence they 
ariſe and how they may be remedied. mn 
FF Trzx: is one Principle which prevails —' | ü 
WF univerſally in the Brute Creation, and is 1 
| the immediate ſource of all their Actions. 4 
This Principle, which is called Inſtinct, 1 
} determines them by the ſhorteſt and moſt 
effectual means to purſue what their ſe- 
bs 4 veral conſtitutions make neceſſary. 
4 Ir ſeems to have been thought, that this 
4 Principle of Inſtin& was peculiar to the 
A Brute Creation; and that Mankind were 
RF deſigned by Providence, to be governed 
. by the ſuperior Principle of Reaſon, en- 
WM tirely independent of it. But a little atten- 
tion will ſhew, that Inſtinct is a Principle 
common to us and the whole Animal 
Y World, and that, as far as it extends, it 
3 is a ſure and infallible guide; tho' the 
Y depraved and unnatural State, into which 
A | Mankind 


| (14) 
Mankind are plunged, often ſtifles its 
voice, or makes it impoſſible to diſtin- 
guiſh it from other Impulſes which are 
accidental and foreign to our Nature. 

Rx aso indeed is but a weak Principle 
in Man, in reſpect of Inſtinct, and gene- 
rally is a more unſafe guide. The proper 
province of Reaſon is to inveſtigate the 
cauſes of things, to ſhew us what conſe- 
quences will follow from our acting in 
any particular way, to point out the beſt 
means of attaining an end, and in conſe- 
quence of this, to be a check upon our 
Inſtincts, our tempers, our paſſions and 
taſtes ; But theſe muſt ſtill be the imme- 
diately impelling Principles of Action. 
In truth, Life, without them, would not 
only be joyleſs and inſipid, but quickly 
ſtagnate and be at an end. 

Trz advantages, which the Brute 

8 55 Animals 
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Wa imals have over us, are poſſeſſed by 
thoſe of our own Species, who are juſt 
2 above them, guided in a manner entirely 
3 by Inſtinct, equally ſtrangers to the noble 
attainments their Natures are capable of, 
and to the many miſeries attendant on their 
more enlightened Brethren of Mankind. 
F ” - Ir ſhould ſeem therefore of the great- 
eſt conſequence, to enquire into the In- 
ſtincts that are natural to Mankind, to 
4 © ſeparate them from thoſe cravings which 
1 bad habits have occaſioned, and where 


7 ! par of our own e 

Wx ſhould likewiſe avail ourſelves of 
| the Obſervations made on tame Animals 
1 in thoſe particulars where Art has in ſome 
4 | meaſure improved upon Nature.—Thus 
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(N 
bya proper attention we can preſerve and 
improve the breed of Horſes, Dogs, Cat- 
tle, and indeed all other Animals. Vet it is 
amazing this Obſervation was never trans- 
ferred to the Human Species, where it 
would be equally applicable.— It is cer- 
tain that notwithſtanding our promiſ- 
cuous Marriages, many families are diſtin- 


guiſhed by peculiar circumſtances in their 
character. This F amily Character, like. 


a Family Face, will often be loſt in one 
generation and appear again in the ſuc- 
ceeding. Without doubt, Education, Ha- 
bit and Emulation may contribute greatly 
in many caſes to keep it up, but it will be 
generally found, that independent of theſe, 
Nature has ſtamped an original impreſ- 
fion on certain Minds, which Education 
may greatly alter or efface, but ſeldom ſo 


entirely as to prevent its traces being ſeen 
be 
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1 (17) 
9 by an accurate obſerver.— How a cer- 
| tain character or conſtitution of mind can 
1 be tranſmitted from a Parent to a Child, 
isa queſtion of more difficulty than im- 
portance. It is indeed equally difficult to 
account for the external reſemblance of 
features, or for bodily diſeaſes being tranſ- 
N 4 mitted from a Parent to a Child. But 
. 1 we never dream of a difficulty in explain- 
* : ing any appearance of Nature, which is ex- 
: i hibited to us every day.— A proper atten- 
tion to this Subject would enable us to im- 
prove not only the Conſtitutions but the 
Characters of our Poſterity. Vet we every 9 
day ſee very ſenſible people, who are 1 
anxiouſſy attentive to preſerve or improve 
the breed of their Horſes, tainting the 
blood of their Children, and entailing on 
1 them not only the moſt loathſom diſeaſes 
of the Body, but Madneſs, Folly, and the 
1 —— moſt 


„„ 
moſt unworthy diſpoſitions, and this too 
when they cannot plead being ſtimulated 
by neceſſity or impelled by paſſion. | 
Wr ſhall proceed now to enquire more 
particularly into the comparative State of 
Mankind and the inferior Animals. 

By the moſt accurate Calculation, one 
third of Mankind dies under two Years 
old. —Of one hundred Children born in 
the ſame. week, only forty are alive at 1 
the end of twenty years, and at the end 
of eighty-four years, which ſhould be 
the ſhorteſt natural period of Human life, 
they are all dead.—As this mortality is 
greateſt among the moſt luxurious part of 
Mankind, and gradually decreaſes in pro- 
portion as the diet becomes ſimpler, the 
exerciſe more frequent, and the general 7 
method of living more hardy, and as it is 
altogether unknown among wild Animals, 

| the 
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the general foundations of it are ſuffici | 
ently pointed out. — The extraordinary 
havock made by diſeaſes among Children 
is owing to the greater delicacy of their 
tender frames, which are but ill ſuited to 
= ſupport the unnatural treatment they 
L meet with.— Their own Inſtincts and the 
Lo conduct of Nature in rearing other Ani- 
4 a are never attended to, and they are 
x incapable of helping themſelves. When 
they are farther advanced in life, the 
. 'F voice of Nature becomes too loud to be 
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$ ſtifled, and then, in ſpite of the influence 
1 of corrupted and adventitious taſte, will 
be obeyed. Every other Animal brings 
; F Worth Ks young without any affiſtance ; 
but we judge Nature inſufficient for that 
work, and think a Midwife underſtands 
J It better. What numbers of Infants as 
I ell as of Mothers are deſtroyed by the 
1 81 pre- 
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prepoſterous management of theſe A- 
tiſts is well known to all who have enquij- 
red into this matter.—The moſt know. - 


ing and ſucceſsful Practitioners, if they 


or an unnatural poſition of the Child. 


As ſoon as an Infant comes into the 


world, our firſt care is to cram it with 
Phyſic.—There is a glareous liquor con- 


tained in the bowels of Infants and man, 
other Animals when they are born, which 
it is neceſſary to carry off. The Medicine 
which Nature has prepared for this pur- 


are candid, will own, that in common and .Y 
natural caſes, Nature is entirely ſufficient, 2 
and that their buſineſs is only to aſſiſt her 9 
efforts in caſe of weakneſs of the Mother, 


poſe is the Mother's firſt milk. This 
indeed anſwers the end very effectuallß, 


but we think ſome Drug forced down the 
Child's throat will do much better. The 
compoſition 


2 ( 21 

1 © compoſition of this varies according to the 
I 4 fancy of the good Woman who preſides at 
I the birth. -It deſerves to be remarked, when 
6 we are on this Subject, that Calves, which 
Jare the only Animals generally taken under 
our peculiar care in theſe circumſtances, 
are treated in the ſame manner. They 
have the ſame ſort of Phyſic adminiſtered 
to them, and often with the ſame ſucceſs, 
many of them dying under the operation, 
{2 0 r of its conſequences. We have the 
5 ęreateſt reaſon to think that more of this 
5 pecies of Animals die at this period, than 
pf all the other ſpecies of Animals we 
Ke in theſe circumſtances, put together, 
*r own only excepted. 
VNorwir Rs TAN DING the many moving 
„ 5 Wn. of Natural Inſtin& in the Child to 
* 4 fuck the Mother's breaſt, yet the uſual. 
4 practice has been, obſtinately to deny 
C 3 that 
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that indulgence till the third day after the 
birth. By this time the ſuppreſſion of 
the Natural Evacuation of the Milk, 
_ uſually bringing on a fever, the conſe- 
quence was often fatal to the Mother, 
or put it out of her power to ſuckle 
her Child at that time. We muſt ob- 
ſerve here, to the Honor of the Gentle- 
men who had the care of the lying- in 
Hoſpital in London, that they were the 
firſt who, in this inſtance, brought us 
back to Nature and common Senſe, and 
by this means have preſerved the lives of 
thouſands of their fellow creatures. They 
made the Child be put to the Mother's 
breaſt as ſoon as it ſhewed a deſire for it, 
which was generally within ten or twelve 
hours after it was born; This rendered 
the Doſe. of Phyſick unneceſſary, the 
Milk fever was prevented, .and things 

| went. 


9 
vent ſmoothly on in the natural way. We 
are ſorry however to obſerve, that 'thys 
practice is not likely to become ſoon ge- 
neral. Phyſicians do not concern them- 
ſelves with matters of this kind, nor with 
the Regimen of Mankind, unleſs their 
advice is particularly aſæed. Theſe matters 
are founded on eſtabliſhed cuftoms and 
prejudices, which it is difficult to conquer, 
and dangerous to attack; nor will it ever 
be attempted by Men who depend on the 
favor and caprice of the World for their 
ſubſiſtence, and who find it their intereſt 
rather to flatter prejudice than oppoſe it. 
— The management of Children is rec- 
koned the Privilege of the Women, and 
Infants in particular are fubmitred to the 
abſolute direction of Midwifes and Nur- 
ſes, whoſe good graces it is the Phyfician's 
peculiar intereſt to cultivate. 

| | C-4 WoMEN's 


A Woman in this caſe runs an immediate 


particular diſorder the Mother labours 


(24) 

Women's. not nurſing their own Chil- 
dren is openly flying in the face of Na- 
ture. — The ſudden check given to the 
great natural evacuation of milk, at a 
time when a Woman's weakly ſtate ren- 
ders her little able to ſuſtain ſo violent a 
ſhock, is often of the worſt conſequence 
to her, and the loſs to the Child is much 
greater than is commonly apprehended. — 


riſk of her life by a Milk fever, beſides 
the danger of ſwelling and impoſtumes of 
the breaſts, and ſuch obſtructions in them 
as lay the foundation of a future cancer. — 
Women. ſometimes have it not in their 
power to nurſe their Children, for want of 
milk; ſometimes it is improper both for 
the Mother and Child, on account of ſome 


under. But this is very ſeldom the caſe. 


(25) 

On the contrary there are many diſorders 
Women are ſubject to, of which Nurſing 
is the moſt effectual Cure; and delicate 
Conſtitutions are generally ſtrengthened 
by it. As a proof of this we may obſerve, 
that while a Mother nurſes her Child,-her 
complexion becomes clearer and more 
blooming, her Spirits are more uniform- 
ly chearful, her appetite is better, and her 
general habit of body fuller and ſtrong- 
er. It is particularly worthy of obſer- 
vation, that fewer Women die while they 
are nurſing than at any equal period of 
their lives, if we except the time of preg- 
nancy, during which it is unuſual for a 
Woman to die of any diſeaſe unleſs occa- 
ſioned by ſome violent external injury.— 
Another great inconveniency attending 
the neglect of Nurſing, is the depriving 


Women of that interyal of reſpite and eaſe 
which 


( 26 ) 
which Nature intended for them betwixt 
Child-bearings. A Woman who does not 
nurſe has naturally a Child every year ; 
this quickly exhaufts the conſtitution, and 
brings on the Infirmities of Old age before 
their time; and as this negle& is moſt 
frequent among Women of faſhion, the 
delicacy of their Conftitutions is parti- 
cularly unable to ſuſtain ſuch a violence 
to Nature. — A Woman who nurſes her 
Child, has an interval of a year and a half 

or two years betwixt her children, in 
vhich the Conſtitution has time to recover 
its vigor. — We may reckon among the 
diſadvantages conſequent on the neglect 
of Nurſing, the Mother's being deprived 
of a very high pleaſure of the moſt ten- © | 
der and endearing kind, which likewiſe I | 
ſtrengthens her attachment to the Child in 
a very remarkable manner.—It is not ne- 
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(27) 
ceſſary here to enquire into the cauſe of 
this particular affection which a Mother 
feels for the Child ſhe has ſuckled beyond 
what ſhe feels for a Child ſuckled by a 
ſtranger, but the fact is indiſputable. 
Yea the Maternal fondnefs itſelf is by this 
means transferred to a ſtranger. 

IT is not eaſy to aſcertain the- injury 
Children ſuſtain by being deprived of 
their natural nouriſhment, and inſtead of 
it, being ſuckled by the milk of Women 
of different ages and Conſtitutions from 
their Mothers. This far is certain, that 
a greater number of thoſe Children die 
who are nurſed by ſtrangers, than of 
thoſe who are ſuckled by their own Mo- 
thers. But this is partly owing to the 


want of that care and attention which the 


anxiety of a Mother can only ſupply, and 
which the helpleſs ſtate of - Infancy fo 
much 


( 28 ) 
much requires. Indeed if it was not that 
Nurſes naturally contract a large ſhare of 
the inſtinctive fondneſs of a Mother, for the 

Children they ſuckle, many more Children 
would periſh by want of care. But it ſnould 
be obſerved, that this acquired attachment 
cannot reaſonably be expected among 
Nurſes, in large Cities. The ſame per- 
verſion of Nature and Manners which 
prevails there among Women of faſhion, 
and makes them decline this duty, extends 

_ equally to thoſe of lower rank: and it 

cannot be ſuppoſed that what the Call of 

Nature, not to ſpeak of Love for the Huſ- 

band, cannot effectuate in the Mother, 

will be found in a hireling, who for a 
little money turns her own child out of 
doors. — The many miſerable diſeaſes to 
which the lower claſs of Women in large 

Cities are ſubjected, is another reaſon 

| againſt 


(29) 

againſt their being intruſted with ſuch an 
office; diſeaſes which are often fatal to 
their little charges, or which taint their 


blood in a manner that they and their ſuc- 


ceeding families may feel very ſeverely. 

We proceed to mention ſome other 
circumſtances in the rearing of Children, 
in which, we apprehend, neither Inſtinct 
nor the Analogy of Nature is commonly 
regarded. | | 

ALL young Animals naturally delight 
to be in the open air, and in perpetual 
motion : But we ſignify our diſappro- 
bation of this Intention of Nature by 
confining our Infants moſtly in houſes, 
and ſwathing them from the time 
they are born as tightly as poſſihle.— 
This natural Inſtinct appears very ſtrong 
when we ſee a Child releaſed from its con- 
finement, in the ſhort interyal betwixt 

| pulling 
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pulling off its day cloaths, and ſwath- 


ing it again before it is put to ſleep.— 
The evident tokens of delight which the 
little creature ſhews in recovering the 
free uſe of its limbs, and the ſtrong re- 
luctance it diſcovers to be again remitted 
to its bondage, one ſhould think would 
ſtrike conviction of the cruelty and ab- 
ſurdity of this practice, into the moſt 
ſtupid of Mankind. — This confinement 
Boys, in ſome degree, are ſooner releaſed 
from, but the fairer part of the Species 
ſuffer it, in a manner, during life. Some 


nations have fancied that Nature did not 
give a good ſhape to the head, and 


thought it would be better to mould it 


into the ſhape of a ſugar loaf, The Chi- 


neſe think a Woman's foot much hand- 
ſomer if ſqueezed into a third part of its 


natural ſize ; Some African Nations have 


alike 
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6319 
a like quarrel with che ſhape of the noſe, 


which they think ought to be laid as flat 
as poſſible. with the face, —We laugh ar 
che folly and are ſhocked with the cruelty 
| of theſe Barbarians, but think it a very 
clear caſe that the natural ſhape of. a 
Woman's cheft is not ſo elegant, as we 
can make it by the confinement of Stays. 
{ —The common effect of this is to pro- 


duce obſtructions in the lungs, from their 


not having ſufficient room to play, and 
this, beſides tainting the breath, cuts off 


numbers of young Women by conſump- 
tions in the very bloom of life. But 
Nature has ſhewn her reſentment of this 
practice in the moſt ſtriking manner, by 
rendering above half the Women of 
taſhion deformed in ſome degree or 
other. Deformity is peculiar to the ci- 
vilized part of Mankind, and is almoſt 


always 


* 
ACS 
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always the work of our own hands.— 
The ſuperior ſtrength and agility of Sa- 
vages is entirely the effect of their hardy 
education, of their living moſtly abroad 
in the open air, and their limbs never 
having ſuffered any confinement. + 

Taz Practice of putting many cloaths 
on Children, indulging them in fitting 
over the fire, ſleeping in warm rooms, 
and preſerving them from being expoſed 
to the various inclemencies of the weather, 
relaxes their bodies and enervates their 
minds. If Children, along with ſuch an 
effeminate education, are pampered with 
Animal food, rich ſauces and ſuch other 


diet as overcharges their digeſtive powers,. 


they become ſickly as well as weak.— 
Yet Diet, tho? it requires the greateſt at- 


tention to be paid to it in puny Conſtitu- 


tions, admuts of a very great latitude in 
habits 


| (33) 
habits hardened by labour, and daily ex- 
poſed to the viciſſitudes of the weather. 
All that Claſs of diſeaſes which ariſe from 
catching of cold, or a ſudden check given 
to the Perſpiration, is found only among 
the civilized part of Mankind. An eld 
Roman or an Indian in the purſuits of 
war, or hunting, would plunge into a 
River whilſt in a profuſe ſweat, without 
fear and without danger. A ſimilar 
hardy education would make us all 
equally proof againſt the bad effects of 
ſuch accidents. — The greater care we 
take to prevent catching cold by the va- 
rious contrivances of modern luxury, the 
more we become ſubjected to it. — We 
can guard againſt cold only by rendering 
ourſelves ſuperior to its influence. There 
is a ſtriking proof of this in the vigorous 
Conſtitutions of Children braced by the 
| D daily 


( 34) 
daily uſe of the cold Bath; and till a 
ſtronger proof in thoſe Children who go 
thinly clad and without ſtockings or ſhoes 
in all ſeaſons and weathers. 

NaTuRE never made any country too 
cold for its own inhabitants.—In cold 
climates ſhe has made exerciſe and even 
fatigue habitual to them, not only from 
the neceſſity of their ſituation, but from 
choice, their natural diverſions being all 
of the athletic and violent kind. But the 
foftneſs and effeminacy of modern man- 
ners has both deprived us of our natural 
defence againſt the diſeaſes moſt incident 
to our own climate, and ſubjected us to 
all the inconveniencies of a warm one, 
particularly to that debility and morbid 
ſenſibility of the nervous Syſtem, which 
lays the foundation of moſt of our diſeaſes, 
and deprives us at the ſame time of the 

ſpirit 
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A ſpirit and reſolution to ſupport them. | 4 
Theſe few obſervations are ſelected from | 
I Ja great number that might be men- | 1 
1 W tioned, to prove that many of the cala- ü 
2 ; mities complained of as peculiarly affect- 1 
ing the Human Species, are not ne- 17 


4 ceſſary conſequences of our Conſtitution, 
but are entirely the reſult of our own 
9 caprice and folly in paying greater re- 
I gard to vague and ſhallow reaſonings, than 
80 the plain dictates of Inſtin&, and the 
3 analogous Conſtitutions of other Animals. 
hey are taken from that period of 
I life, where Inſtinct is the only active prin- 
ciple of our Nature, and conſequently 
3 where the analogy between us and other 
Animals will be found moſt compleat. — 
When ourſuperiorand morediſtinguiſhing 
faculties begin to expand themſelves, the- 
analogy becomes leſs perfect. Beſides, 
D 2 if 


636) | 
if we would enquire into the cauſe of our 
weak and ſickly habits, we muſt go back 
to the State of Infancy. The foundation | 
of the evil is laid there. Habit ſoon ſuc- | 
ceeds in the place of Nature, and, how- | 
ever unworthy a Succeſſor, requires almoſt | 
equal regard. As years come on, addi- 
tional cauſes of theſe evils are continually 
taking place, and diſorders of the body 1 | 
and mind mutually inflame each other — il 
But this opens a field too extenſive for 
this place. We ſhall only obſerve that the 
Decline of Human Life exhibits generally 
a ſcene quite ſingular in Nature.—The 
gradual decay of the more humane and 
generous feelings of the heart, as well 
as of all our boaſted ſuperior poyers of 
Imagination and Underſtanding, till x laſt 
they are utterly obliterated and leave us 


in a more helpleſs and wretched ſituation 
than 


( 


chan that of any Animal whatever, is ſurely 
1 the moſt humbling conſideration to the 
NZ pride of Man. Yet there is the greateſt 
| 3 | reaſon to believe that this melancholy 


Exit is not our natural one, but that it 


is owing to cauſes foreign and adventi- 


tious to our Nature.—There 1s the high- 
eſt probability that if we led natural 
lives, we ſhould retain to the laſt the 


3 full exerciſe of all our ſenſes, at leaſt the 
1 full poſſeſſion of thoſe ſuperior faculties, 
3 | which we hope will ſurvive with us in a 
future and more perfect State of exiſt- 
2 | ence, — There is no reaſon to doubt but 

W it is in the power of Art to protract life 


even beyond the period which Nature has 


aſſigned to it. The enquiry is import- 


ant, but yet trifling in reſpect of that 
which leads us to the means of enjoying 
it, whilſt we do live. This Subject is ſo 

D 3 intereſting, 
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(38 
intereſting, that we propoſe to diſcuſs it 
at greater length on a future occaſion. 
In the mean time we intend, in the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſes, to make ſome obſerva- 
tions on the uſes that Mankind make of 
thoſe faculties which diſtinguiſh them 
from the reſt of the Animal Creation.— 
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Read at the Philoſophical Society, 
October 11th. 1738. 
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DISCOURSE I. 


HE advantages, which Mankind poſe 
KL fſeſs above the reſt of the Animal 
Creation, are principally derived from 
Reaſon, from the Social Principle, from 
Taſte, and from Religion. We ſhall pro- 
ceed to enquire how much theſe contri- 
bute to make life more happy and com- 
fortable. 

Reason, of itſelf, cannot, any more 
than Riches, be reckoned an immediate 
bleſſing to Mankind—Ict is only the pro- 
D 4 per 
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per application of it to render them more 
happy that can entitle it to that name.-Na- 


(40) 


ture has furniſhed us with avariety of inter- 
nal Senſes and Taſtes, unknown to other 


Animals. 


All theſe are Sources of Plea- 


ſure if properly cultivated, but without 
culture, moſt of them are ſo faint and lan- 


guid, that they convey no gratification to 


the Mind. This culture is the peculiar 
province of Reaſon. It belongs to Reaſon 
to analyze our Taſtes and Pleaſures, and, 
after a proper arrangement of them accor- 
ding to their different degrees of excellen- 


cy, to aſſign to each that degree of culti- 
vation and indulgence which its rank de- 
ſerves, and no more-But if Reaſon, inſtead 
of thus doing juſtice to the various gifts 
of Providence, be unattentive to her 
Charge, or beſtow her whole attention 


on One, neglecting the reſt, and if in con- 
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. 
ſequence of this, little happineſs be enjoy- 
ed in life, in ſuch a caſe Reaſon can with 


9 no great propriety be called a bleſſing. Let 


us then examine its effects among thoſe 
who poſſeſs it in the moſt eminent degree. 

Tux natural advantages of Genius, and 
a ſuperior Underſtanding, are extremely 
obvious. One unacquainted with the 
real State of human affairs, would never 
doubt of their ſecuring to their poſſeſ- 
ſors the moſt honourable and important 


ſtations among Mankind, nor ſuſpect that 


they could ever fail to place them at the 
head of all the uſeful Arts and Profeſ- 
ſions. — If he were told this was not 
the caſe, he would conclude it muſt 
be owing to the . folly or wicked- 
neſs of Mankind, or ſome unhappy 
concurrence of Accidents, that | ſuch 


Men were deprived of their natural ſta- 
- WW 
tlons 


(„). 
tions and rank in life. — But in fact it is 
owing to none of theſe cauſes. A ſuperior 
degree of Reaſon and Underſtanding is 


not found to qualify a Man either for 


being a more uſeful Member of So- 
ciety, or more happy in himſelf, — 
Theſe talents are uſually diſſipated in 
ſuch. a way, as renders them of no ac- 


count, either to the Public or the Pol 


ſeſſor.— This waſte of Genius exhibits 
a molt aſtoniſhing and melancholy pro- 
ſpect.— A large Library gives a full view 
of it —Among the multitude of Books 
of which it is compoſed, how few engage 
any one's attention? Such as are addreſſed 
to the Heart and Imagination, ſuch as paint 


Life and Manners in juſt colours and in- 


tereſting ſituations, and the very few that 
glve genuine deſcriptions of Nature in any 
of her forms, are read and admired, But 
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the far more numerous Volumes, pro- 
ductions of the intellectual Powers, pro- 
found Syſtems and Diſquiſitions of Philo- 
ſophy and Theology, are neglected and 
deſpiſed, and remain only as monu- 
ments of the pride and impotency - of 
Human Underſtanding. Yet many of 
the Inventors of theſe Syſtemsgdiſcover 


the greateſt acuteneſs and depth of genius, 


half of which exerted on any of the uſe- 


ful or elegant Arts of life would have ren- 
dered their names immortal.—But it has 
ever been the misfortune of Philoſophical 


Genius to graſp at objects which Provi- 
dence has placed beyond its reach, and 
to aſcend to general Principles and to 
build Syſtems, without that previous 
large collection and proper arrangement 
of facts, which alone can give them 
a ſolid foundation, — Notwithſtanding 
this 


(4 

this was pointed out by Lord Bacon in 
the fulleſt and cleareſt manner, yet no at- 
tempts have been made to cultivate any 
one branch of uſeful Philoſophy upon his 
plan, except by Sir Iſaac Newton, Mr. 
Boyle, and a few others, Founders of the 
Royal Society. — Genius is naturally im- 
patient gf reſtraint, keen and impetuous 
in its purſuits; it delights therefore in 
building with materials which the Mind 
contains within itſelf, or ſuch as the Imagi- 
nation can create at pleaſure. But the 
materials, requiſite for the improvement 
of any uſeful Art or Science, muſt all be 
collected from without, by ſuch ſlow and 
patient obſervation, as little ſuits the vi- 
vacity of Genius, and generally requires 
more bodily activity than is uſually found 
among Philoſophers. — Almoſt the only 
pure productions of the Underſtanding 
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( 45) 
that have continued to command reſpect 
are thoſe of abſtract Mathematicks. Theſe 
will always be valuable, independent of 
their application to the uſeful Arts. The 
exerciſe they give to the Invention, and 
the agreeable ſurpriſe they excite in the 
Mind, by exhibiting unexpected relations 
of figures and quantity, are of themſelves 
natural ſources of pleaſure. This is the 
only Science, the Principles of which the 
Philoſopher carries in his own Mind, in- 
fallible Principles to which he can ſafely 
truſt. | 

Tno' Men of Genius cannot bear the 
fetters of Method and Syſtem, yet they 
are the only proper people to plan them 
out. The Genius to lead and direct in Phi- 
loſophy is diſtinct from and almoſt incom- 
patible with the Genius to execute. Lord 
Bacon was aremarkable inſtance of this. He 
brought 


(46) 

brought the Syſtematic Method of the 
Schoolmen, which was founded on Meta- 
phyſical and often Nominal Subtilties, 
into deſerved contempt, and layed down a 
Method of inveſtigation founded on the 
juſteſt and moſt enlarged views of Nature, 
but which neither himſelf nor ſucceeding 
Philoſophers have choſen to pur in ſtrict 
execution. For the reaſons above men- 
tioned, it will be found that ſcarcely any 
of the uſeful Arts of life owe their im- 
provements to Philoſophers. They have 
been principally obliged to accidental diſ- 
coveries, or to the happy natural ſagacity 
of their private practitioners, unacquainted 
with and undebauched by Philoſophy.— 
This has in a particular manner been 
the fate of Medicine, the moſt uſeful 
of all thoſe Arts. If by Medicine be 
meant the Art of preſerving Health, and 

reſtoring 
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| (47) 
reſtoring it when loſt, any Man of ſenſe 
and candor, who has been regularly bred 


to it, will own that his time has been moſt- 


ly taken up with Enquiries into branches 
of learning, which upon trial he finds ut- 
terly uſeleſs to the main ends of his pro- 
feſſion, or waſted in reading uſeleſs Theo- 
ries and voluminous Explanations and 
Commentaries on theſe Theories ; and will 
ingenuouſly acknowledge, that every thing 
uſeful, which he ever learned from books 


in the courſe of many years ſtudy, might 


be taught to any Man of common ſenſe 
and attention in almoſt as many months, 
and that two years experience 1s worth 
all his Library.—Medicine in reality owes 
more to that illiterate Enthuſiaſt Paracelſus 
than to all the Phyſicians who have wrote 


ſince the days of Hippocrates, if we ex- 


cept Dr, Sydenham, who owes his reputa- 
| tion 
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(648) 
tion entirely to a great natural ſagacity 
in making obſervations, and a ſtill more 
uncommon candor in relating them. What 
little Medical Philoſophy he had, which 
was as good as his time afforded, ſerved 


only to warp his Genius and render his 


Writings more perplexed and tireſome. 
Bur what ſhews in the ſtrongeſt light at 


what an aweful diſtance Philoſophers have 


uſually kept from Enquiries of general 
utility to Mankind, is that Agriculture, as a 
Science, is yet only in its infancy.—A Ma- 
thematician or Philoſopher, if he happens 
to poſſeſs a farm, does not underſtand the 
conſtruction of his cart or plough ſo well 
as the fellow who drives them, nor is he 
ſowell acquainted with the method of culti- 
vating his ground to the greateſt advantage. 
 NoTrixe contributes more to deprive 
the World of the fruits of great Parts, 
than 
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(49) 
than the paſſion for univerſal knowledge 
ſo conſtantly annexed to thoſe who poſſeſs 


them. By means of this the flame of Ge- 


nius is waſted in the endleſs labour of ac- 


cumulating promiſcuous or uſeleſs facts, 


while it might have enlightened the moſt 


uſeful Arts by concentrating its force up- 
on one object. Nothing more effectually 
checks this diſſipation of Genius, than the 


honeſt love of fame, which prompts a 
Man to appear in the world as an Author. 


This neceſſarily circumſcribes his excur- 


ſions, and determines the force of his Ge- 
nius into one point. This likewiſe reſcues 
him from that uſual abuſe and proſtitu- 


tion of fine parts, the waſting of the great- 


eſt part of his time in reading, which is 
entirely the effect of lazineſs. Here the 
Mind is in a great meaſure paſſive, and be- 


comes ſurfeited with knowledge which it 
E never 


( 50 ) 

never digeſts : The memory is burdened 
with a load of nonſenſe and impertinence, 
while the powers of Genius and Invention 

languiſh for want of exerciſe. 
Havinc obſerved the little conſe- 
quence that a great Underſtanding is ge- 
nerally of to the Public, let us next con- 
ſider the effects it has in promoting the 
happineſs of the Individual. — It is very 
evident that thoſe, who devote moſt of 
their time to the exerciſes of the Under- Ml 
ſtanding, are far from being the happieſt 
Men. — They enjoy indeed the pleaſure 
arifing from the purſuit and diſcovery of 
Truth. — Perhaps too the vanity ariſing 
from a confciouſneſs of ſuperior talents 
makes no inconſiderable part of their hap- 
pineſs.—But there are many natural ſour- 
ces of pleaſure from which they are in a 
great meaſure cut off.— All the public and 
ſocial 
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( 51) 
We ſocial affections, in common with every 
W Taſte natural to the Human Mind, if they 
are not properly exercifed, grow languid. 
— People who devote moſt of their time 
co the cultivation of their Underſtandings, 
W muſt of courſe live retired and abſtracted 
from the World. The ſocial affections 
(theſe great ſources of happineſs) have 
therefore no play, and conſequently loſe 
their natural warmth and vigor. The pri- 
WE vate and ſelfiſh affections however are not | 
proportionably reduced. Envy and Jea- E 
Z | louſy, the moſt tormenting of all Paſſions, | 
prevail remarkably among this rank of 
Men. 
: | Warn abſtraction from Company is 
W carried far, it occaſions great ignorance 
of life and manners, and neceſſarily de- 
= prives a Man of all thoſe little accom- 
: | pliſhments and graces which are eſſen- 11 
W tial to poliſhed and elegant Society, and NY 
; E 2 which NY 
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who lives detached from Society, to com- 


( 52 ) 
which can only be acquired by mixing 
with the World, —The want of theſe is 
often an inſuperable bar to the advance- 
ment of perſons of merit, and proves 
therefore a frequent ſource of their dil- 
ouſt to the World, and conſequently to 
themſelves; for no Man can be happy 
in himſelf, who thinks ill of every one 
around him. —The general complaint of 
the neglect of merit does not ſeem to be well 
founded.—It is unreaſonable for any Man, 


plain that his merit is neglected, when 
he never has made it known. The natu- 
ral reward of mere Genius, is the eſteem 
of thoſe who know and are judges of it.— 
This reward is never withheld.— There is 
a like unreaſonable complaint, that little 
regard is commonly paid to good qualities 
of the heart. But it ſhould be conſider- 
ed, that the World cannot ſee into the 

heart, 
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(53) 
heart, and can therefore only judge of 


its goodneſs by viſible effects. There is 
Ja natural and proper expreſſion of good 


affections, which ought always to accom- 
pany them, and in which true Politeneſs 


| principally conſiſts. This expreſſion may 
| be counterfeited, and ſo may obtain the 
reward due to genuine Virtue; but where 


this natural index of a worthy character 


is wanting, or where there is an outward 
| expreſſion of bad diſpoſitions, the World 


cannot be blamed for judging from ſuch 
appearances. 

Bap health is another common atten- 
dant on great parts, when theſe parts are 
exerted, as 1s uſually the caſe, rather in 
a ſpeculative than active life.—It is ob- 
ſerved that great quickneſs and vivacity 


of Genius is commonly attended with a 
remarkable delicacy of conſtitution, and a 


E 3 peculiap 
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peculiar ſenſibility of the nervous Syſtem, 
and that thoſe, who poſſeſs it, ſeldom 
arrive at old Age.—A ſedentary ſtudious 
life greatly increaſes this natural weak- 
neſs of conſtitution, and brings on that 
train of nervous complaints and low ſpi- 
rits, which render life a burden to the 
poſſeſſor and uſeleſs to the Public. No- 
thing can effectually prevent this but ac- 
tivity, regular exerciſe, and frequent re- 
laxations of the Mind from thoſe keen 
purſuits it is uſually engaged in. — Too 


2 2 
3 < 1 


aſſiduous an exertion of the Mind on any 


particular Subject, not only ruins the 


health, but impairs the Genius itſelf; 
whereas, if the Mind be properly unbent 
by amuſements, it always returns to its 
favorite object with double vigor. 


Bur one of the principal misfortunes of 


a great Underſtanding, when exerted in 
| A ſpe- 


3 | 1 ſpeculative rather than an active Spher E, 
is its tendency to lead the Mind into too 


deep a ſenſe of its own weakneſs and li- 


mited capacity. — It looks into Nature 


W with too piercing an eye, diſcovers every 


Wo where difficulties never ſuſpected by a 
common Underſtanding, and finds its pro- 
greſs ſtopt by obſtacles that appear inſur- 
mountable. This naturally produces a 
gloomy and forlorn Scepticiſm, which poi- 
ſons the chearfulneſs of the temper, and by 
the hopeleſs proſpect it gives of improve- 
ment, becomes the bane of Science and 
Activity, This Sceptical Spirit, when 


carried into life, renders Men of the beſt 


Underſtandings unfit for buſineſs. When 
they examine with the greateſt accuracy 
all the poſſible conſequences of a ſtep they 
are to make in life, they diſcover ſo many 
difficulties and chances againſt them, 
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(56) 


which ever way they go, that they become 
flow and fluctuating in their reſolutions, 
and undetermined in their conduct. But as 
the buſineſs of life is only a conjectural Art 
in which there is no guarding againſt all 
poſſible contingencies, a Man that would 
be uſeful to the Public or to himſelf, muſt 
acquire a quickneſs in perceiving where 
the greateſt probability of good lies, muſt 
be deciſive in his reſolutions, ſteady and 
fearleſs in putting them in execution. 

We ſhall mention, in the laſt place, 
among the inconveniences attendant on 
ſuperior parts, that ſolitude in which they 
place a perſon on whom they are beſtow- 
ed, even in the midſt of Society. 

Condemned in Buſineſs or in Arts to drudge, 

Without a Second and without a Judge +. 

To the few, who are judges of his abi- 
lities, he is an object of jealouſy and 


” Pope, 
envy. 


FEATS 


68. 
envy. The bulk of Mankind conſider 
him with that awe and diſtant regard that 
is inconſiſtent with confidence and friend- 
ſhip. They will never unboſom them- 
ſelves to one they are afraid of, nor lay 
open their weakneſs to one they think has 
none of his own. For this reaſon we 
commonly find Men of Genius have the 


greateſt real affection and friendſhip for | 


ſuch as are very much their inferiors in 
point of Underſtanding ; good-natured, 
unobſerving people, with whom they can 
indulge all their peculiarities and weak- 
neſſes without reſerve. Men of great abi- 
lities therefore who prefer the ſweets of 


ſocial life and private friendſhip to the 


vanity of being admired, muſt carefully 
conceal their ſuperiority, and bring them- 
ſelves down to the level of thoſe they con- 
verſe with. Neither muſt this ſeem to be 


the effect of a deſigned condeſcenſion; 
| for 


| ( 58 ) 

for this is ſtill more mortifying to human 
pride than the other. 
Tus we have endeavoured to point out 
the effects which the faculty of Reaſon, 
that boaſted characteriſtic and privilege of 
the Human Species, produces among thoſe 
who poſſeſs it in the moſt eminent degree, 
and from the little influence it ſeems to 
have in promoting either public or private 
good, we are tempted to ſuſpect, that Pro- 
vidence purpoſely blaſts thoſe great fruits 
we naturally expect from it, in order to 
preſerve a certain ballance and equality 
among Mankind. — Certain it is that 
Virtue, Genius, Beauty, Wealth, Power, 
and every natural advantage one can be 
poſſeſſed of, are uſually mixed with ſome 
alloy, which diſappoints the fond hope 
of their raiſing the poſſeſſor to any un- 
common degree of eminence, and even 
in 


( 59 ) 
in ſome meaſure brings him down to the 
common level of his Species. 

Taz next diſtinguiſhing Principle of 
Mankind, which was mentioned, 1s that 
which unites them into Societies, and at- 
taches them to one another by ſympathy 
and affection. This Principle is the fource 
of the moſt heart-felt pleaſure which we 
ever taſte, — | 


IT does not appear to have any natu- - 


ral connexion with the Underſtanding. — 
It was obſerved formerly that perſons of 
the beſt Underſtanding poſſeſſed it fre- 
quently in a very inferior degree to the 
reſt of Mankind ; but it was at the ſame 
time noticed that this did not proceed 


from leſs natural ſenſibility of heart, but 


from the Social Principle languiſhing for 
want of proper exerciſe. —It muſt be ac- 


knowledged, that the idle, the diſſipated, 


and 
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( 60 ) 
and debauched, draw moſt pleaſure from 
this ſource. — 

Nor only their pleaſures but their 
vices are often of the ſocial kind. This 
makes the Social Principle warm and vi- 
gorous, and hence perhaps there is more 
friendſhip among them than among Men 
of any other claſs, though conſidering the 
ſlightneſs of its foundation, ſuch friend- i 
ſhip cannot be ſuppoſed to be very laſt- 1 f 
ing. — Even drinking, if not carried 
to exceſs, is found favourable to friend- : ; 
fhip, eſpecially in our northern climates, : 
where the affections are naturally cold; 
as it produces an artificial warmth of 
temper, opens and enlarges the heart, 
and diſpells the reſerve natural perhaps 
to wife Men, but inconſiſtent with friend- 
ſhip, which is entirely a connexion of the 
heart.— 
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ALL thoſe warm and elevated deſcrip- | 
tions of friendſhip, which ſo powerfully * 
charm the minds of young people, and 4 
repreſent it as the height of human felici- i 
ty, are really romantic among us.—When 
we look round us into life, we meet with 
nothing correſponding to them, except 
among an happy few in the ſequeſtered 
ſcenes of life far removed from the pur- 
ſuits of intereſt or ambition.—Theſe ſen- 
timents of friendſhip are original and ge- 
nuine productions of warmer and happier 
climes, and adopted by us merely out of 
vanity.— The ſame obſervation may be 
applied to the more delicate and intereſt- [ 
ing attachment between the ſexes. — The i 
wiſe and learned of our ſex generally treat 1 | 
this attachment with great ridicule, as a 
weakneſs below the dignity of a Man, and 
allow no kind of it but what we have in 
common 
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( 62 ) 
common with the whole Animal Creation. 
They acknowledge, that the fair ſex are 
uſeful to us, and a very few will deign to 
conſider ſome of them as reaſonable and 
agreeable companions. —But it may be 
queſtioned, whether this is not the lan- 
guage of an heart inſenſible to the moſt 
refined and exquiſite pleaſure Human Na- 
rure is capable of enjoying, or the lan- 
guage of diſappointed Pride, rather than 
of Wiſdom and Nature.—No Man ever 
deſpiſed the ſex who was a favorite with 
them, nor did any one ever ſpeak con- 
remptuouſly of love, who was conſcious of 
loving and being beloved by a Woman of 
merit. 
Ix we examine into the other pleaſures 
we enjoy as Social Beings, we ſhall find 
many delicacies and refinements admired 
by fome, which others who never felt 
them 
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(63) 
them treat as viſionary and romantic. 
Tt is no difficult matter to account for 


this. — There is certainly an original dif- 


ference in the conſtitutions both of Men 
and Nations; but this is not ſo great as 
at firſt view it ſeems to be. Human Na- 


ture conſiſts of the ſame Principles every 


where. — In ſome people one Principle is 
naturally ſtronger than it is in others, but 
exerciſe and proper culture will do much 
to ſupply the deficiency. — The inhabi- 
tants of cold climates having leſs natural 
warmth and ſenſibility of heart, enter but 
a little way into thoſe refinements of the 
Social Principle, in which Men of a differ- 
ent temper delight. But if ſuch refinements 
are capable of affording to the Mind in- 
nocent and ſubſtantial pleaſure, it ſhould 
be the buſineſs of Philoſophy to ſearch into 
the proper methods of cultivating and im- 

| proving 
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( 64 ) 
proving them. This ſtudy, which make; 
a conſiderable part of the Philoſophy of 
life and manners, has been ſurpriſingly 
neglected in Great Britain.—Whence is it 
that the Engliſh with great natural Ge- 
nius and Acuteneſs, and ſtill greater Good- 
neſs of heart, bleſſed with riches and li- 
berty, are rather a melancholy and un- 
happy people? Why is their neighbour- 
ing Nation, whom they deſpiſe for their 
ſhallowneſs and levity, yet aukwardly 
imitate in their moſt frivolous accom- 
pliſhments, happy in poverty and ſlave- 
ry? We own the one poſſeſſes a na- 
tive chearfulneſs and vivacity beyond any 
people upon earth, but ſtill much is owe- 
ing to their cultivating with the greateſt 
care all the Arts which enliven and cap- 
tivate the Imagination, ſoften the heart, 
and give Society its higheſt poliſh ; while 
the. 
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( 65) 
the other is immerſed in a ſevere and 
ſupercilious Philoſophy, which ſeems to 


| make them too wiſe to be happy. In con-- 


ſequence of this, we generally find in Bri-- 


| tain Men of ſenſe and learning ſpeaking 


in a contemptuous manner of all writings” 


| addreſſed to the Imagination and the 


heart, even of ſuch as exhibit genuine 
pictures of life and manners. But be- 
ſides the additional vigor, which theſe 
give to the powers of the Imagination, 
and the influence they have in rendering 
the affections warmer and more lively, 
they are frequently of the greateſt ſervice in 
communicating a knowledge of the World; 
a knowledge the moſt important of any 
to one who is to live in it, and would wiſh 
to act his part with propriety and dignity. 
Moral painting is undoubtedly the high- 
elt and moſt uſeful ſpecies of painting. 

F — The 
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(66) 
— The execution may be, and generally 


is, very wretched, and ſuch as has the 


worſt effects in miſleading the judge- 
ment, and debauching the heart; but if 
this kind of writing continues to come 
into the hands of Men of Genius and 
worth, no room will be left for this 
complaint. | 

THERE is a remarkable difference be- 
tween the Engliſh and French in their 
Taſte of ſocial life. The gentlemen in 
France, in all periods of life, and even 
m the moſt advanced age, never aſſociate 
with one another, but ſpend all the hours 
that can be ſpared from buſineſs or ſtudy 
with the ladies, with the young, the gay, 
and the happy.— It is obſerved that the 


people of this rank in France live longer, 


and, what is of much greater conſequence, 
live more happily, and enjoy their faculties 
; of 


665) 


of Body and Mind more entire, in old Age, 


than any people in Europe.— In Great Bri- 
tain we have certain notions of propriety 
and decorum, which lead us to think the 
French manner of ſpending their hours 
of freedom from buſineſs extremely ri- 
diculous. But if we examine very atten- 
tively into theſe ſentiments of propriety, 
we ſhall not perhaps find them to be built 
on a very ſolid foundation. We believe 
that it is proper for perſons of the ſame 
age, of the ſame ſex, of ſimilar diſpo- 
ſitions and purſuits, to aſſociate together. 
But here we ſeem to be deceived by 
words. If we conſult Nature and com- 


mon ſenſe, we ſhall find that the true 
propriety and harmony of ſocial life 


depends upon the connexion of people 


of different diſpoſitions and characters, 
Judiciouſly blended together, — Nature 


F 2 has 
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( 68 ) 
has made no individual nor no claſs of 
people independent of the reſt of their 


Species, or ſufficient for their own hap- 


pineſs. — Each ſex, each character, each 
period of life, have their ſeveral advan- 
tages and diſadvantages, and that union 
is the happieſt and moſt proper, where 
wants are mutually ſupplied. — The fair 
ſex ſhould naturally expect to gain from 
our converſation, knowledge, wiſdom, 


and ſedateneſs; and they ſhould give us 
in exchange, humanity, politeneſs, chear- 


fulneſs, taſte, and ſentiment.— The levi- 


ty, the raſhneſs and folly of early life, is 


tempered with the gravity, the caution, 
and the wiſdom of age; while the timi- 
dity, coldneſs of heart, and languor in- 
cident to declining years, are ſupported 
and aſſiſted by the courage, the warmth, 


and the vivacity. of youth, —Old people 


would 
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( 69) - | 
would find great advantage in aſſo- | 
ciating rather with the young than with | 
thoſe of their own age. — Many cauſes 
contribute to deſtroy chearfulneſs in of 
the decline of life, beſides the natural 4 } 
decay of youthful vivacity. The few 
ſurviving friends and companions are 


then droping off apace; the gay pro- 
ſpects, that ſwelled the Imagination in | 
more early and more happy days, are then | | | 
vaniſhed, and along with them the open, | 
generous, unſuſpicious temper, and that 
warm heart which dilated with benevo- 
lence to all Mankind. Theſe are ſuc- 
ceeded by gloom, diſguſt, ſuſpicion, and 
all the ſelfiſh paſſions which ſour the 
temper and contract the heart. When 
old people aſſociate only with one an- 
other, they mutually increaſe theſe un- 

Happy IR by brooding over their 
3 diſ- 


— 8 2 — 


— — 
_ "I 
— — — * 


e 
J LIAN _ - » #2 
? mba m — * 8 — —— 
WY A * * N þ _ Tr 2 8 — — - — — þ 
3. * u 73 5 * 4 N * C K a a 0 *» pow - e = — 
x T OT n N n «7: N . ” — P R | , — . . * A 
"es mY n * 725 * — = a IN” "ION uy 


* wo 
>. * * 
"A " 
7 2 
—— * 
1 3 * n e e 
ICE 


— — — ces, 
* — 
— 0 EP 


(70) 
diſappointments, the degeneracy of the 
times, and ſuch like chearleſs and un- 
comfortable Subjects. — The converſation 
of young people diſpells this gloom and 
communicates a chearfulneſs, and ſome- 
thing elſe perhaps which we do not fully 
underſtand, of great conſequence to health 
and the prolongation of life. There 1s an 
univerſal Principle of imitation among 
Mankind, which diſpoſes them to catch 


inſtantaneouſly, and without being con- 


ſcious of it, the reſemblance of any ac- 
tion or character that preſents itſelf. This 
diſpoſition we can often check by the 
force of Reaſon, or the aſſiſtance of op- 


polite impreſſions : at other times, it is 


inſurmountable. We have -numberleſs 
examples of this in the ſimilitude of cha- 
racter and manners induced by people 
living much together, in the ſudden 
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communications of terror, of melancho- 
ly, of joy, of the military ardor, when 
no cauſe can be aſſigned for theſe emo- 
tions. The communication of nervous 
diſorders, eſpecially of the convulſive 


kind, is often ſo aſtoniſhing, that it has 


been referred to faſcination or witchcraft. 
We will not pretend to explain the na- 
ture of this mental infection; but it is a 
fact well eſtabliſhed, that ſuch a thing 
exiſts, and that there is ſuch a Principle 
in Nature as an healthy ſympathy, as well 
as a morbid infection. 

An old Man who enters into this Phi- 
loſophy, is far from envying or proving a 


check on the innocent pleaſures of young 


people, and particularly of his own Chil- 
dren. On the contrary he. attends with 
delight to the gradual opening of the 
Imagination and the dawn of Reaſon ; he 
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(72) 
enters by a ſecret ſort of ſympathy into 
their guiltleſs joys, that revive in his me- 
mory the tender images of his youth, 
which, as Mr. Addiſon obſerves, by length 
of time have contracted a ſoftneſs inex- 
preſſibly agreeable ; and thus the evening 
of life is protracted to an happy, honour- 

able, and. unenvied old Age. 
Tu advantages derived to Mankind 
from Taſte, by which we underſtand the 
improvement of the powers of the Ima- 
gination, are confined to a very ſmall num- 
ber. The ſervile condition of the bulk 
of Mankind requires conſtant labour for 
their daily ſubſiſtence. This of neceſ- 
ſity deprives them of the means of im- 
proving the powers either of Imagina- 
tion or of Reaſon, except in ſo far as 
their particular employments make ſuch 
an improvement neceſlary. — Yet there is 
great 
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great reaſon to think the Men of this claſs 

the happieſt, at leaſt ſuch of them as are | 
juſt above want. — If they do not enjoy 4 
the pleaſures ariſing from the proper cul- 4 
ture of the higher powers of their Na- 
ture, they are free from the miſery con- 41] 
ſequent upon the abuſe of theſe powers. 
They are likewiſe in full poſſeſſion of one 
creat ſource of human happineſs, which 
is good health and good ſpirits. — Their 
ſpirits never languiſh for want of exerciſe, 
or want of a purſuit, and therefore the 
tædium vitæ, the inſupportable liſtleſſ- 
neſs ariſing from the want of an object, 
ſomething to wiſh or ſomething to fear, 
is unknown among them. — But even | 
among thoſe to whom an eaſy fortune yp i 
gives ſufficient leiſure and opportunities | | 
for the improvement of Taſte, we find 
little attention given to it, and conſe- 
quently 


(74) — 
yuently little pleaſure derived from it. 
Nature gives only the ſeeds of Taſte, 
culture muſt rear them, or they will 
never become a ſource of pleaſure. — 
The only powers of the Mind, that have 
been much cultivated in this Iſland, are 
theſe of the Underſtanding.—One unhap- 
py conſequence of this has been to dif- 
ſolve the natural union between Philo- 
ſophy and the fine Arts, an union ex- 
tremely neceſſary to their improvement. 
— Hence Muſic, Painting, Sculpture, 
Architecture, have been left in the hands 
of ignorant Artiſts unaſſiſted by Philoſo- 
phy, or even an acquaintance with the 
works of great Maſters.— The produc- 
tions of purely natural Genius are ſome- 
times great and ſurpriſing, but are gene- 
rally attended with a wildneſs and luxu- 
riancy inconſiſtent with juſt Taſte, It 
is 
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is the buſineſs of Philoſophy to analyſe 
and aſcertain the Principles of every Art 
where Taſte is concerned ; but this does 
not require a Philoſopher to be maſter of 
the executive part of theſe Arts, or to 
be an inventor in them. His buſineſs is 
to direct the exertion of Genius in ſuch a 
manner that its productions may attain to 
the utmoſt poſlible perfection. 

Ir is but too lately that any attempt was 
made among us to analyſe the Principles 
of Beauty, or of muſical Expreſſion. And 
its having been made was entirely owing to 
the accident of two eminent Artiſts, the one 
in Painting, the other in Muſic, having 
a philoſophical ſpirit, and applying it to 


their ſeveral profeſſions. — Their being 


eminent Maſters and Performers, was un- 
doubtedly of ſingular advantage to them 
in writing on theſe Subjects, but was by 


no means ſo eſſential as is generally be- 
lie ved. 
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lieved.— It is likewiſe but very lately 
that modern Philoſophy has condeſcended 
to beſtow any attention on Poetry or 
von Compoſition of any kind. The genu- 
ine ſpirit of Criticiſm is but juſt begin- 
ning to exert itſelf. — The conſequence 
has been, that all theſe Arts have been 
entirely under the dominion of faſhion 
and caprice, and therefore have' not given 
that high and laſting pleaſure to the Mind, 
which they would have done, if they had 
been exerciſed in a way agreeable to Na- 
ture and juſt Taſte. — Thus in Painting, 
the Subject is very ſeldom ſuch as has any 
grateful influence on the Mind. — The 
deſign and execution, as far as the mere 
Painter is concerned, is often admirable, . 
and the Taſte of Imitation is highly gra- 
tified, but the whole piece wants mean- 
ing and expreſſion, or what it has is tri- 
| fling 
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fling and often extremely diſagreeable.— 
It is but ſeldom we ſee Nature painted in 
her moſt amiable or graceful forms, in a 
way that may captivate the heart and make 
it better. — On the contrary we ever find 
her in ſituations the moſt unpleaſing . to 
the Mind, in old Age, Deformity, Diſ- 
eaſe, and Idiotiſm. The Dutch and many 
of the Flemiſh commonly exhibit her in 
the loweſt and moſt debaſing attitudes, 
and in Italy the Genius of Painting is al- 
moſt conſtantly proſtituted to the pur- 
' poſes of the moſt deſpicable ſuperſtition. 
— Thus the Mind is diſappointed in the 
pleaſure which this elegant Art is ſo ad- 
mirably fitted to convey ; the agreeable 
effect of the Imitation being counteracted 
and deſtroyed by the unhappy choice of 
the Subject. — The influence of Muſic 
over the Mind is perhaps greater than 

that 
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(758) 
that of any of the fine Arts. It is capa- 
ble of raiſing and ſoothing every paſſion 
and emotion of the Soul. Yet the real 
effects produced by it are inconſiderable. 


This is entirely owing to its being in the 


hands of practical Muſicians, and not 
under the direction of Taſte and Philoſo- 
phy: For in order to give Muſic any 
extenſive influence over the Mind, the 


Compoſer and Performer muſt under- 
ſtand well the human heart, the various 


aſſociations of the Paſſions, and the na- 
tural tranſitions from one to another, ſo 


as to enable him to command them in 
conſequence of his ſkill in muſical Ex- 
preſſion. — No Science ever flouriſhed, 


while it was confined to a ſet of Men 
who lived by it as a profeſſion. Such 
Men have purſuits very different from 
the end and deſign of their Art. The 

ö In- 


. 
intereſted views of a trade are far differ- 


ent from the enlarged and liberal pro- 
ſpects of Genius and Science. When the 
knowledge of an Art is confined in this 


manner, every private Practitioner muſt 
attend to the general Principles of his craft, 
or ſtarve. If he goes out of the common 
path, he is an object of the jealouſy and 
abuſe of his brethren, and among the 
reſt of Mankind he can neither find 
Judges nor Patrons. This is particular- 
ly the caſe of the delightful Art we are 
ſpeaking of, which has now become a 
Science ſcarcely underſtood by any but 
a few Compoſers and Performers. They 
alone direct the public Taſte, or rather 
dictate to the World what they ſhould ad- 
mire and be moved with, which the va- 


nity of moſt people makes them acqui- 


eſce 
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(80) 
eſce in, leſt otherwiſe they ſhould be ſuſ- 
pected to want Taſte and knowledge in 
the Subject. In the mean time Men of 
ſenſe and candor not finding that plea- 

ſure in Muſic, which they were made to 

expect, are above diſſembling, and give 
up all pretenſions to the leaſt knowledge 
in it. They are even modeſt enough to 
aſcribe their inſenſibility of the charms of 

Muſic to their want of a good ear, or a 

natural Taſte for it, and they find the 

Science ſo complicated, that they do not 

think it worth the trouble it would coſt 

them to acquire one. But before they 
entirely forego one of the moſt innocent 
amuſements in life, not to ſpeak of it 

in an higher ſtile, it would not be im- 

proper to enquire a little more parti- 

cularly into the Subject. We ſhall there- 
N fore 


E) 
fore here beg leave to enquire into ſome of 


the firſt Principles of Taſte i in Muſic with 
the utmoſt freedom. 


Read at the Philoſophical Society, 
Auguſt 28th. 1759. 
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DISCOURSE III. 


„ is the Science of Sounds in 

ſo far as they affect the Mind.— 
Nature independent of cuſtom has con- 
nected certain Sounds or Tones with cer- 
tain feelings of the Mind. Meaſure or 
proportion in Sounds has likewiſe its foun- 
dation in Nature. Thus certain Tones are 


naturally adapted to ſolemn, plaintive, and 


mournful Subjects, and the movement is 
8 2 ſlow ; 
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Now ; others are expreſſive of the joyous 


and elevating, and the movement is quick. 
— Sounds likewiſe affect the Mind, as 


they are loud or ſoft, rough or ſmooth, 


diſtinct from the conſideration of their 
gravity or acuteneſs. Thus in the Æolian 


harp the Tones are pleaſant and ſooth- 


ing, though they do not vary in acute- 
neſs, but only in loudneſs. The effect 
of the common drum in rouſing and ele- 
vating the Mind is very ſtrong; yet it 
has no variety of notes; though the. effect 
indeed here depends much on the propor- 
tion and meaſure of the notes. 
MELopy conſiſts inthe agreeable ſucceſ- 


ſion of ſingle Sounds. —The melody that 
pleaſes in one country does not equally 


pleaſe in another, though there are cer- 
tain general Principles which univerſally 
regulate it, the ſcale of Muſic being the 

ſame 
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(33) 
fame in all countries. Harmony conſiſts 
in the agreeable effect of Sounds differing 


in acuteneſs produced together; the gene- 


ral Principles of it are likewiſe fixed. 


ONE end of Muſic is to communicate 


pleaſure, but the far nobler and more 
important is to command the Paſſions and 
move the heart. In the firſt view it is 
an innocent amuſement, well fitted to 
give an agreeable relaxation to the Mind 
from the fatigue of ſtudy or buſineſs. — 
In the other it is one of the moſt uſeful 
Arts in life. The effect of eloquence de- 
pends in a great meaſure on it. We take 


Muſic here in the large and proper ſenſe 


of the word, the Art of variouſly affect- 
ing the Mind by the power of Sounds. 
In this ſenſe, all Mankind are more or 


leſs judges of it, without regard to exact- 


neſs of ear. Every Man feels the differ- 
G 3 ence 


R — : 
* - + ups? vob pi ee * mes 
>, —- 7 


K 
* — — 
— — ng 0 * 8 3 ** * A 2 8 

* ** . ” . = — - —_ - —_ 

- ae as oY _ SLES ns 2 - — is — = — * _— "4, RIS J <<» ow \ * : 

— oO; 1 i \ 
4 * — o \ * 
. . — . 1 

4 ww * x 2 1 
+. KY I — — K — 
— 1 os 2 - 3 9 2 8 ROE 


| F 

= 

= 7 

e 1 

$ 

' | ; 
* 7 


* : N 
r 


8 


* 5 ad we . - LOS ur y 1 
—— ———EV— x - Pa ep” et „„ ww cook ro oe oe * Hf <> 


(86) 

ence between a ſweet melodious voice and 
a harſh diſſonant one. 

_ Evzxry agreeable ſpeaker, independent 
of the ſweetneſs of his Tones, riſes and 
falls in his voice in ſtrict muſical inter- 
vals, and therefore his diſcourſe is as ca- 
pable of being ſet in muſical characters 
as any ſong whatever. — But however 


muſical a voice may be, if the intervals 


which it ufes are uniformly the ſame, it 
diſpleaſes, becauſe the ear is fatigued 
with the conſtant return of the ſame 
Sounds, however agreeable in themſelves; 
and if we are attending to the Subject, 
we are diſpleaſed on another account, at 
hearing the ſame muſical paſſages uſed to 
expreſs and infpire ſentiments of the moſt 
different and oppoſite natures, whereas 
they ſhould be always varying and adapted 
to them. This has. juſtly brought great 
ME 3 ridicule 
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ridicule on what is called Singing a Dif- 
courle, though what really offends is either 


the badneſs of the ſong, or its being 


tireſome for want of variety. — If we 
examine into the effects produced by ela- 
quence in all ages, we mult aſcribe them 
principally to the power of Sounds. We 


allow that compoſition, action, the ex- 


preſſion of the countenance, and ſome 
other circumſtances, contribute their ſhare, 

though a much ſmaller one. — The moſt 
' pathetic compoſition may be pronounced 
in ſuch a manner, as to prevent its having 
the leaſt influence. Orations which have 
commanded the Minds of the greateſt 
Men, and that have determined the fate 
of Nations, have been read in the cloſet 
with languor and diſguſt. 


As the proper application of the voice 


to the purpoſes of eloquence has been 
G 4. little 
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little attended to, it has been thought 
an Art unattainable by any rules, and 
depending entirely on natural Taſte and 


Genius. In ſome meaſure it certainly 


is ſo, yet it is much more reducible to 
rules, and more capable of being taught, 
than is commonly imagined. Indeed be- 
fore Philoſophy aſcertains and methodizes 
the Ideas and Principles on which an 


Art depends, it is no wonder it be diff- 


cult of acquiſition.— The very language 
in which it is to be communicated is to 
be formed, and it is a conſiderable time 
before this language comes to be under- 
ſtood and adopted. — We have a re- 
markable inſtance of this in the Subject 
of muſical expreſſion, or performing a 
piece of Muſic with Taſte and propriety. 
People were ſenſible, that the ſame Muſic 
3 by different Artiſts had very 

different 
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different effects. Yet they all played 


the ſame notes, played equally well in 
tune and in time. But ſtill there was 
an unknown ſomewhat that gave it mean- 
ing and expreſſion from one hand, while 
from another it was lifeleſs and inſipid. 
— People were ſatisfied in reſolving this 
into performing with or without Taſte, 
which was thought the entire gift of 
Nature. — Geminiani, who was both 
a Compoſer and Performer of the high- 
eſt claſs, firſt thought of reducing the 
Art of playing on the Violin with Taſte 


to rules, for which purpoſe he was ob- 


liged to make a great addition to the 
muſical language and characters. The 
ſcheme was executed with great inge- 
nuity, yet it has ſcarcely been attended 
to by any practical Muſicians except Mr. 
Aviſon. - | 
Moste, 
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(90) 
Mus fe, like Eloquence, muſt propoſe 
as its end a certain effect to be produced 


on the hearers. If it produces this effect, 
it is good Muſic; if it fails, it is bad. — 
No Muſic can be pronounced good or 
bad in itſelf; it can only be relatively ſo. 
Every country has a Melody peculiar to 
itſelf, expreſſive of the ſeveral Paſſions, 
A Compoſer muſt have a particular re- 
gard to this, if he propoſes to affect them. 
— Thus in Scotland there is a ſpecies of 
Muſic perfectly well fitted to inſpire that 
joyous mirth ſuited to dancing, and a 
plaintive Muſic peculiarly expreſſive of 
that tenderneſs and pleaſing melancholy 
attendant on diftreſs in love ; both ori- 
ginal in their kind, and different from 
every other in Europe.—lt is of no con- 
ſequence whence this Muſic derives its 
origin, whether it be ſimple or complex, 
| according 
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according to the rules of regular compo- 
fition, or againſt them ; whilſt it pro- 
duces its intended effe& in a ſuperior de- 
gree to any other, it is the preferable 
Muſic; and while a perſon feels this effect, 
it is a reflection on his Taſte and common 
ſenſe, if not on his candor, to deſpiſe it. 

Tazy who apply much of their time 
to Muſic, acquire new Taſtes, beſides 
their national one, and in the infinite va- 
riety which Melody and Harmony are ca- 
pable of, diſcover new fources of pleaſure 
formerly unknown to them. Bur the fineſt 
W natural Taſte never adopts a new one, 


till the ear has been long accuſtomed to 


it, and after all ſeldom enters into it with 
that warmth and feeling, which thoſe do, 
to whom it is national. 
Tux general admiration pretended to 
be given to foreign Muſic in Britain, is a 
| deſpicable 
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(92) 
deſpicable piece of affectation. In Italy 
we ſee the natives tranſported at the opera 
with all that variety of delight and paſſion 
which the Compoſer intended to produce. 
— The ſame opera in England is ſeen 
with the moſt remarkable liſtleſIneſs and 
inattention. It can raiſe no paſſion in the 
audience, becauſe they do not ' underſtand 
the language in which it is written, — To 
them it has as little meaning as a piece 
of inſtrumental Muſic. The ear may 
be tranſiently pleaſed with the Air of a 
; Jong, but that is the moſt trifling effect 
of Muſic. — Among the very few who 
underſtand the language, and enter with 
pleaſure and Taſte into the Italian Muſic, 
the conduct of the dramatic part appears 
ſo ridiculous, that they can feel nothing 
of that tranſport of paſſion, the united 
effect of Muſic and Poetry, which may 
be 


(99). | 
be gradually raiſed by the artful texture 
and unfolding of a dramatic ' ſtory *. — 
Yet vanity prevails ſo much over the very 
ſenſe of pleaſure, that the Italian opera is 
in England more frequented by people 
of rank, than any other public diverſion; 
and they, to avoid the imputation of 


want of Taſte, condemn themſelves to ſome. 


hours painful attendance on it every week, 


and to talk of it in raptures which their 


hearts never felt. 

SIMPLICITY in Melody is very neceſ- 
fary in all Muſic intended to reach the 
heart, or even greatly to delight the ear. 
— The effect here muſt be produced in- 
ſtantaneouſly, or not at all. The Subject 
muſt therefore be ſimple and eaſily traced, 
and not a ſingle note or grace ſhould be 
admitted, but what has a view to the 
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(94) 
propoſed end. If ſimplicity of Melody 
be ſo neceſſary where the view is to move 
the Paſſions, ſimplicity of Harmony muſt 
be ſtill more neceſſary. Some of the 
molt delicate touches of pathetic Muſic 
will not allow any accompanyment. 

Tux ancient Muſic certainly produced 
much greater and more general effects than 
the modern, though the accounts of it be 
ſuppoſed greatly exaggerated. —Yet the 
Science of Muſic was in a very low ſtate 
among the Ancients. They were ſtrangers 
to Harmony, all the voices and inſtru- 
ments being uniſons in concert: and the 


inſtruments they made uſe of, appear to 


have been much inferior in reſpect of 


compaſs, expreſſion, and variety, to thoſe 
which we are poſſeſſed of. Yet theſe very 
deficiencies might render their Muſic 


more expreſſive and powerful, The only 


n view 
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(98s 
view of Compoſers was to touch the heart 
and the Paſſions. Proper Melody was 
ſufficient for this purpoſe, which might 
eaſily be comprehended and felt by the 
whole people. — There were not two dif- 
ferent ſpecies of Muſic among them, as 
with us, one for the learned in the Sci, 
ence, and another for the vulgar. 
Tux introduction of Harmony opened 
anew World in Muſic. It promiſed to 
give that variety which Melody alone 
could never afford, and likewiſe to give 
Melody an additional charm and energy, 
Unfortunately the firſt Compoſers were 
ſo immerſt in the ſtudy of Harmony, 
which ſoon appeared to be a Science of 
great extent and intricacy, that theſe 
principal ends of it were forgot. They 
valued themſelves on the laboured con- 
ſtruction of parts which were multiplied 
in 
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in a ſurpriſing manner. — In fact this Art 
of Counterpoint and complicated Har- 
mony was in a very few years brought 
to the higheſt degree of perfection, after 
its introduction by Palzſtine, who lived 
in the time of Leo X. — But this ſpecies 
of Muſic could only be underſtood by 

the few who had made it their particular 
ſtudy. To every one elſe it appeared 
a confuſed jargon of ſounds without 
deſign or meaning. To the very few 
who underſtood it there appeared an evi- an 
dent deficiency in Air or Melody, eſ. in 
pecially when the parts were made to run 
in ſtrict fugues or canons, with which 
Air 1s in a great meaſure incompatible,— 
Beſides the real deficiency of Air in theſe 
compoſitions, it required the attention to 
be conſtantly exerted to trace the Subject 


of the Muſic, as it was alternately carried 
on 


(97) 
on through the ſeveral parts; an atten- 
tion inconſiſtent with what delights the 
ear, much more with what touches the wi. 
Paſſions; where that is intended, the Mind | [ Si! | 
muſt be diſengaged, muſt ſee no con- | : I i 4 
trivance, admire no execution; but be 1 
open and paſſive to the impreſſion. | | | 1 
Tux artifice of fugues in vocal Muſic 
ſeems in a peculiar manner ill adapted to 
affect the Paſſions. If every one of four 
voices is expreſſing a different ſentiment 
and a different muſical paſſage at the ſame 
time, the hearer cannot poſſibly attend 
to, and be affected with them all. — This 
1s a ſtile of compoſition in which a perſon, 
MW vithout the leaſt Taſte or Genius, may 
arrive at great perfection, by the mere 
force of ſtudy: But without a very great 
ſhare of theſe to give ſpirit and meaning 
o the leading Airs or Subjects, ſuch 

1 com- 
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compoſitions will always be dry and 
unaffecting. Beſides the objections that 
lie againſt all complex Muſic conſi- 
dered as to its compoſition, there are 
others ariſing from the great difficulty 
of its execution. It is not eaſy to pre- 


ferve a number of inſtruments playing 
together in tune. Stringed inſtruments f 
are falling, while wind inſtruments natu- Ne 
rally riſe in their tone during the perfor. i 
mance. — But it is not ſufficient that f. 


all the Performers play in the moſt exact N v 
tune and time. They muſt all under. if be 
ftand the ſtile and deſign of the compoſi- MW cor 
tion, and be able to make the reſponſes I tos 

in the fugue with proper ſpirit. Every 
one muſt know how to carry on the 
Subject with the proper expreſſion when 
it is his turn to lead; and when he falls 


into an auxiliary part, he muſt know how 
t0 


a 


(99) 


to conduct his accompanyment in ſuch 


2 manner as to give an additional force to 
the leading Subject. But muſical Taſte 
and judgement are moſt remarkably diſ- 
played in the proper accompanying of 
vocal Muſic, eſpecially with the thorough 
baſs. If this is not conducted with the 
ſtricteſt attention to heighten the intend- 
ed expreſſion of the ſong, it deſtroys 
it altogether, as frequently happens 
from the throwing in the full chords, 
when a ſingle note ſhould only have 
been ſtruck, or when perhaps the ac- 
companyment ſhould have ceaſed al- 
together. 

TRESsE are difficulties few Performers 
have an idea of, and fewer are able to 
conquer. Moſt Performers think. they 
do all that is incumbent on them, if they 
play in tune and in time, and vanity 
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often leads them to make their voice or 
inſtrument to be heard above the reſt, 
without troubling their heads about the 
Compoſer's defign. | 

Ir has been much the faſhion for ſome 
years paſt, to regard Air entirely in mu- 
fical Compoſitions; and the learned works 
of Harmony have fallen into neglect, be- 
ing conſidered as cold and ſpiritleſs. This 
change has been introduced by Compoſers 
who unfortunately happened to be great 
Performers themſelves. Theſe people had 
no opportunities in the old compoſitions of 
ſhewing the dexterity of their execution ; 
the wild and extravagant flights, which 


they indulged in order to diſplay this, 


being abſolutely deſtructive of the Har- 


mony. They introduced therefore Solo's 


of their own compoſition, or Concerto's, 


which from the thinneſs and meagreneſs 
7 of 


n) 

of the parts, cannot be conſidered in any 
other light than Solo's. — It is not eaſy 
to characteriſe the ſtile of moſt of theſe 
pieces. In truth they have no character 
or meaning at all.— The Authors of them. 
are little concerned what Subject they 
chooſe, their ſingle view being to excite 
the ſurpriſe and admiration of their hear- 
ers. This they do by the moſt unnatural 
and wild excurſions, that have not the re- 
moteſt tendency to charm the ear or af- 
fect the heart. In many paſſages they are 
grating to the ear when performed by the 
beſt hands, but 1n others they are per- 
fectly intolerable. 

A new ſtile of compoſition has lately 
been cultivated 1n Italy, and greatly pro- 
moted in Britain, particularly by one per- 
bn of rank. The preſent faſhion is to ad- 
ure this, and to deſpiſe Corelli as want- 
; 71 ing 
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(102). 
ing ſpirit and variety. The truth is, Co- 
relli's ſtile and this will not bear a com- 
pariſon. — Corelli's excellence conſiſts in 
the chaſtity of his compoſition, in the 


richneſs and ſweetneſs of his Harmonies. 
| — The other pleaſes by its fpirit and a 


wild luxuriancy, which makes an agrec- 
able variety in a Concert, but poſſeſſes 
too little of the elegance and pathetic ex- 
preſſion of Muſic, to remain long the 
public Taſte. 

Tuovon Muſic, conſidered in its uſe- 
ful application, to delight the ear and 


touch the Paſſions of the bulk of Man- 


kind, requires the utmoſt fimplicity, yet 
conſidered as an Art capable of giving a 
laſting and varied enjoyment to the few, 
who from a ſtronger natural Taſte devote 
part of their time and attention to its cul- 
tivation, it both admits, and requires va- 

riety, 
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riety, and even ſome degree of compli- 
cation. — Not only the ear becomes more 
delicate by cultivation, but the muſical 
Taſte. 

Wuxx the ear becomes acquainted with 
a variety of Melodies, it begins by de- 
grees to reliſh others, beſides thoſe which 
are national. A national Melody may 
have expreſſions for only a few affections. 
A cultivated and enlarged Taſte eaſily 
adopts a greater variety of expreffions for 
theſe and other affections, and learns from 
the deepeſt receſſes of Harmony, to ex- 
preſs ſome, unknown to every nr 
Muſic. 

WREN one praddiles Muſic much, the 
ſimplicity of Melody tires the ear. When 
he begins to hear an Air he was formerly 
acquainted with, he immediately recol- 
lects the whole, and this anticipation pre- 
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( 104). 
vents his enjoying it. He requires there- 
fore the aſſiſtance of Harmony, which, 
without hurting: the Melody, gives a va- 


riety to the Muſic, and ſometimes ren- | 


ders the Melody more expreſſive. —Prac- 
tice enables one to trace the Subject of a 
complex Concerto, as it is carried through 
the ſeveral parts, which to a common ear 
is an unmeaning jumble of Sounds. Dif- 
tinct from the pleaſure which the ear re- 
ceives here from the Muſic, there is an- 
other which ariſes from the perception of 
the contrivance and ingenuity of the Com- 
poſer.— The enjoyment, it muſt be own- 
ed, is not of that heart-felt kind which 
ſimple Muſic can only give, but of a more 
ſober and ſedate kind, which proves more 
laſting: And it muſt be conſidered that 
whatever touches the heart or the Paſſions 
very ſenſibly, muſt be applied with a very 

judicious 


66% 
judicious and very ſparing hand. The 
ſweeteſt and fulleſt chords muſt be ſel- 
dom repeated, otherwiſe the certain effect 
is ſatiety and diſguſt, They who are beſt 
acquainted with the human heart, need 
not be told that this obſervation is not 
confined to Muſic. 
ON the whole we may obſerve, that 
muſical Genius conſiſts in the invention 
of Melody ſuited to produce a deſired 
effect on the Mind. Muſical Taſte con- 
ſiſts in conducting the Melody with ſpirit 
and elegance, in ſuch a manner as to pro- 
duce this ſingle effect in its full force. 
JupGEMENT in Muſic is ſhewn by 
adapting ſuch harmonious accompany- 
ments to the Melody as may give it a va- 
riety without deſtroying its ſimplicity; in 
the preparation and reſolution of Diſcords, 
and 


( 106 ) 
and the artful tranſitions from one key 
to another, —Taſte in a Performer con- 
fiſts in a knowledge of the Compoſer's 
deſign, and expreſſing it in a ſpirited and 
pathetic manner, without any view of 
ſhewing the dexterity of his own execu- 


tion. But though all theſe circumſtances 
of Compoſition and Performance ſhould 
eoneur in any piece of Muſic, yet it muſt 


always fail in affecting the Paſſions, un- 
leſs its meaning and direction be aſcer- 
tained by adapting it to ſentiment and 
patheric compoſition. —— It exerts its 


greateſt powers when uſed as an al- 


ſiſtant to Poetry : hence the great 


ſuperiority of vocal to inftrumental Mu- 


fe: the human voice is capable of 
more juſtneſs, and a more delicate mu- 
fical expreſſion, than any inſtrument 


4 Brown. 
what- 
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whatever; the perfection of an inſtru- 


ment depending on its neareſt approach 


to it. Vocal Muſic is much confined 
by the language it is performed in. 
— The harmony and ſweetneſs of the 
Greek and Italian languages gives them 

great advantages over the Engliſh and 
French, which are harſh, unmuſical, and 


full of conſonants ; and this among other 


inconveniences occaſions perpetual facri- 
fices of the quantity to the modulation *. 
This is one great cauſe of the flightneſs 


and want of variety of the French Muſic, 


which they in vain endeavour to cover 
and ſupply by laboured and complex ac- 
companyments, — As vocal Muſic is the 
firſt and moſt natural Muſic of every 


country, it is reaſonable to expect ſome 


analogy between it and the Poetry of the 


* Rouſſeau, 
country, 
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country, to which it is always adapted. 
The great ſuperiority of the Scotch ſongs 
to the Engliſh may in a great meaſure 
be accounted for from this Principle, 


The Scotch ſongs are ſimple and tender, 
full of ſtrokes of Nature and Paſſion. — 


So is their Muſic.—Moſt of the Engliſh 


ſongs abound in quaint and childiſh con- 
ceits. They all aim at wit, and ſome- 
times attain it; but Muſic has no expreſ- 
ſion for wit, and the Muſic of their ſongs 


is therefore flat and infipid, and ſo little 


eſteemed by the Engliſh themſelves, that 
it is in a perpetual fluctuation, and has 


never had any characteriſtic ſtile. On the 


other hand, England has produced many 
admirable Compoſers of Church Muſic. 
— Their great attachment to Counterpoint 
has often led them into a wrong track ; 


in other reſpects, they have ſhewn both 


Genius 


inf 
no 
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Genius and Taſte.-Religion indeed opens 
the ampleſt field for muſical, as well as 
poetical Genius, it produces almoſt all 
the variety of Subjects, which Muſic can 
expreſs, the ſublime, the joyous, the 
chearful, the ſerene, the devout, the 
plaintive, the ſorrowful. It likewiſe warms 
the heart with that enthuſiaſm ſo peculiarly 
neceſſary in all works of Genius.—Accor- 


dingly the fineſt compoſitions in Muſic 


we have, are in the Church ſtile. Handel 


far advanced in life, when his conſtitu- 


tion and ſpirits ſeemed nearly exhauſted, 
was ſo rouſed by this Subject, that he 
exhibited proofs of extent and ſublimity 
of Genius in his Meſſiah, ſuperior to any 
he had ſhewed in his moſt vigorous and 
happy period of life —We have another 
inſtance of the ſame kind in Marcello, a 


noble Venetian, who ſet the firſt fifty 
Pſalms 
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Pſalms to Muſic. In this work he has 
united the ſimplicity and pathos of the 
ancient Muſic with the grace and variety 
of the modern. In compliance with the 
Taſteof the times he was ſometimes forced 
to leave that, fimplicity of ſtile which he 
loved and admired, but by doing ſo he 
has enriched the Art with a variety of the 
moſt expreſſive and unuſual Harmonies. 
— The great object in vocal Muſic is to 
make the Muſic expreſſive of the ſenti- 
ment. How little this is uſually regarded 
appears by the practice of ſinging all the 
parts of a ſong to the ſame Muſic, though 
the ſentiments and paſſions to be expreſs- 
ed be ever fo different. —If the Muſic 
has any character at all, this is a mani- 
feſt violation of Taſte and common 
ſenſe, as it is obvious every different 
ſentiment and paſſion ſhould be expreſſed 

2 A 
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in a ſtile peculiarly ſuited to itſelf. —But 
the moſt common blunder in Compoſers, 
who aim at expreſſion, is their miſtaking 
imitation for it,— _ 

+ Music, conſidered as an nin 
Art, can imitate only Sounds or Motion, 
and this laſt but very imperfectly.— A 
Compoſer ſhould make his Muſic expreſ- 
five of the ſentiment, and never have a 
reference to any particular word uſed in 
conveying that ſentiment, which is a 
common practice, and really a miſerable 
ſpecies of punning. — Beſides, where 
imitation is intended, it ſhould generally 
be laid upon the inſtrumental accompa- 
nyments, which by their greater compaſs 
and variety are fitter to perform the imi- 
tation, while the voice is left at liberty 
to expreſs the ſentiment. When the imi- 


+ See Harris and Aviſon. 3 
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tation is laid upon the voice, it obliges 
it to a ſtrained and unnatural exertion, 


and prevents the diſtinct articulation of 


the words, which it is neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve in order to convey the meaning of 
the ſong. Handel ſometimes obſerved 
this very carefully, at other times, as his 
Genius or Attention was very unequal, 
he entirely neglected it. In that beauti- 
ful ſong of the Il Penſeroſo, 


* Oft on a plate of riſing ground, 
<< I hear the far off curfew ſound,” 


he has thrown the imitation of the bell 


with great art and ſucceſs into the ſym- 
phony, and reſerves the ſong entire for 
the expreſſion of that pleaſing tranquil 
melancholy, which the words emphati- 


cally convey. He has ſhewn the ſame 
addreſs 


(113 ) 
addreſs. in the celebrated ſong of Acis 
and Galatea, Huſh ye little warbling 
te quire,” where he has laid the imitation 
of the warbling - of the birds upon the 


ſymphony and accompanyments, and pre- 


ſerves in the ſong that ſimplicity and cen- 
der languiſhing, which the Subject of it 
particularly required. On the other hand 
in the ſong in Semele, 


« The morning lark to mine accords his note, 


« And tunes to my diſtreſs his warbling throat,” 


he runs a long and laboured diviſion on the 
word Warbling ; and after all, the voice 
gives but a very faint imitation of the 
warbling of the lark, though the violins 


in the ſymphony could expreſs it with 


great juſtneſs and delicacy.—In the union 
of n and Muſic, the Muſic ſnould be 
I ſubſervient 
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ſed the words of his Oratorios, alter and 


(314 
ſubſervient to the Poetry: the very reverſe 
is the | common practice; the Poetry is 
ever made ſubordinate to the Muſic.— 
Handel made thoſe people, Who compo- 


tranſpoſe them, as he thought beſt ſuited 
his Muſic ; and as no Man of Genius 
could. ſubmit to this, we find the Poetry 
the moſt wretched. imaginable, — We 
have frequently a more ſhocking inſtance 
of the little regard the Compoſer has to 
the Poetry, and to the effect which ſhould 
be left upon the Mind in the repeti- 
tion of the firſt part of the Muſic after 


the ſecond.—It frequently happens, that I ©. 
a ſucceſſion of very oppoſite Paſſions MM anc 


takes place in the courſe of a ſong; ¶ is, 
for inſtance, from anger to reconciliation ¶ key 
and tenderneſs, with which the ſenſe re- ¶ opp 
quires ¶ exte 
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quires it ſhonld conclude : yet the Com- 
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poſer ſometimes conſtructs his Muſic in 
ſuch a way, as requires a return from the 
ſecond to the firſt part with which it 


point. of ſenſe, and likewiſe diſtracts the 
Mind by a moſt unnatural ſucceſſion of 
Paſſions. —We have another inſtance of 


the little regard paid to the ultimate end of 


Muſic, the affecting the Heart and Paſſi- 
ons, in the univerſally allowed practice of 
making a long flouriſh at the cloſe of a 
ſong, and ſometimes at other Periods of 


muſt end.—This is a glaring abſurdity in - 


it.—In this the Performer is left at liberty 


to ſhew the utmoſt compaſs of his throat 
and execution; and all that is required, 
is, that he ſhould conclude in the proper 
key: the Performer accordingly takes this 
opportunity of ſhewing the audience the 
extent of his abilities, by the moſt fan- 
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taſtical and unmeaning extravagance of 
execution.— The diſguſt which this gives 
to ſome, and the ſurpriſe which it excites 
in all the audience, breaks the tide of 
Paſſion in the ſoul, and deſtroys all the 
effect which the Compoſer has been la- 
bouring to produce. — Our Oratorios 
lie under a great diſadvantage in being 
deprived of the aſſiſtance of Action and 
Scenery: another one is their having no 
unity or deſign as a whole. They are e 
little elſe than a collection of ſongs pretty Ml ; 
much independent of one another. Nox 9 
the effect of a Dramatic performance n 
does not depend on the effect of parti- ni 
cular paſſages, conſidered by themſelves, 
but on that artful conſtruction, by which 
one part gives ſtrength to another, and 
gradually works the Mind up to thoſe 


ſentiments and paſſions, which it was 
1 the 
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che deſign of the author to produce, — 
The effects of Muſic depend upon many 
other circumſtances beſides its connec- 
tion with Poetry. — The effect, for in- 


ſtance, of Cathedral Muſic depends great- 


ly on its being properly adapted to the 


particular ſervice of the day, and diſcourſe | 


of the Preacher, and ſuch a direction of 
it requires great taſte and judgment.— 
Let this is never thought of: the whole 
conduct of the Muſic is left to the caprice 
of the Organift, who makes it airy or 


grave, chearful or melancholy, as it ſuits 


his fancy, and often degrades the ſolem- 
nity and gravity ſuitable to divine wor- 
ſhip, by the lighteſt and moſt trivial 
Airs. | 

We ſee the ſame want of public Taſte 


in the Muſic performed between the acts 
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in + Tragedy, where the tone of Paſſion 
is oft broke in upon, and deſtroyed by 


_ airy and impertinent Muſic, —The effect 
of Muſic may ſometimes be loſt by an 


unhappy aſſociation of Ideas with the 
perſon and character of a Performer. 
When we hear at the Oratorio an Italian 


Eunuch ſqueaking forth the vengeance - 


of divine wrath, or a gay lively ſtrumpet 
pouring forth the complaint of a deeply 


penitent and contrite heart, we cannot 


prevent our being hurt by ſuch an aſſo- 
ciation.— Theſe obſervations relate prin- 


cipally to the public Taſte of Muſic in 


Britain, if the Public can be faid to have 

any Taſte.—In Italy a chaſtity, an ele- 

gance, a ſimplicity and pathos of ſtile 

has been cultivated by Pergoleſe, Aſtorgo, 
Elements of Criticiſm. 


Cald ar 2, 
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Caldara, and ſome other eminent maſters, 
and we hope will ſoon ſpread its influence. 
— I could not purſue this Subject farther 
without entering deeply into the intrica- 


cies of the technical part of Muſic, 


which I have carefully endeavoured to 
avoid. = My deſign was only to ſhew, 
that the Principles of Taſte in Muſic, 
like thoſe of the other fine Arts, have 
their foundation in Nature and common 
ſenſe; that theſe Principles have been 
croſsly violated by thoſe unworthy harids 
to whoſe direction alone this delightful 
Art is entruſted ; and that Men of ſenſe 
and genius ſhould not imagine they want 
an ear or a muſical Taſte; becauſe they 
do not reliſh much of the modern Muſic, 


as in many caſes this is rather a proof 


of the goodneſs both of the e one and the 
other. 
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Arrxx all it cannot be expected, that 
_ either Muſic, or any of the fine Arts, will 
ever be cultivated in ſuch a manner as to 
make them uſeful and ſubſervient to life, 
till the natural union be reſtored which ſo 
happily ſubſiſted between them and Phi- 
loſophy in ancient days; when Philoſo- 
phy gave to the World not only the moſt 
accompliſhed Generals and Stateſmen, but 
preſided with the greateſt luſtre and dig- 
nity over Rhetoric, Poetry, Muſic, and 
all the elegant Arts that poliſh and adorn 

Mankind. an 


— 


Read at the Philoſophical Society, fo 
Auguſt gth. 1763. in 
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DISCOURSE IV. 


T was formerly obſerved, that the 

pleaſures ariſing from works of Taſte 
and Imagination were confined to a ſmall 
part of Mankind, and that although the 
foundations of a good Taſte are laid 
in human Nature, yet without culture it 
never comes to a conſiderable ſource of 
pleaſure. As we formerly made ſome 
obſervations on the real effects produced 


by a cultivated Taſte in ſome of the fine 
Arts, 
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Arts, we ſhall proceed to conſider its in- 


fluence on the pleaſure ariſing from ſuch 


works of Genius as are in a particular 


manner addreſſed to the Imagination and 


the heart. This pleaſure, in the earlier 
part of life, is often extremely high. — 
Youth indeed has peculiar advantages in 
this reſpe&t.— The Imagination is then 
lively and vigorous, the Heart warm and 
feeling, equally open to the joyous im- 
pteſſions of wit and humour, the force of 
the ſublime, and every ſofter and more 
delicate ſentiment of humanity. It is a 
melancholy thing to obſerve the gradual 
decay of this innocent and rich ſource of 
enjoyment, along with many others equal. 
ly pare and natural. — Nature, it is true, 
has allotted different pleaſures to diffe- 
rent periods of life: but there is no rea- 
ſon to think, that Nature Has deprived 
ö any 
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any period of thoſe pleaſures we are now 
treating of. 

Wr complained ame of many of 
the uſeful Sciences as well as fine Arts 
being left entirely in the hands of Men 
unaſſiſted with Learning and Philoſophy; 
but there is ſome reaſon to ſuſpect that 
theſe aſſiſtances have commonly been ap- 
plied to works of Taſte and Imagination 
in ſuch a manner as has rather weakened 
their force and influence. This Subject 
is intereſting, and deſerves a particular 
diſcuſſion. 

Tux Imagination, like every thing in 
nature, is ſubjected to general and fixt 
laws, which can only be diſcovered by 
experience. But it is a matter of the ut- 
moſt diffieulty preciſely to aſcertain theſe 
laws. The Subject is ſo fleeting, ſo va- 
rious in different countries, in different 

con- 
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conſtitutions of Men, and even in the 
ſame perſon in different periods and ſitu- 


ations in life, that it requires a perſon of 


the moſt enlarged knowledge of Man- 
kind to reduce its laws to any kind of 
Syſtem; and this perſon likewiſe muſt in 
himſelf poſſeſs the moſt delicate ſenſibi- 
lity of Heart and Imagination, otherwiſe 
he cannot underſtand what he is employ- 
ed about.—Such a Syſtem of laws, parti- 
cularly relating to Dramatic and Epic 
Poetry, was formed by ſome great Men of 


antiquity, and has been very univerſally 


adopted ſince their time. It muſt be ob- 
ſerved however, that the moſt admired 
Epic Poem in the World, and the moſt 
perfect Greek Tragedies, were compoſed 
before the eſtabliſnment of theſe laws, 
and ſeem principally to have laid the 
foundation of them. 

NoTHING 
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NoTHING tends more to ſtop the im- 


provement of any Art or Science, than 


the reducing all its Principles too ſoon 


into a regular Syſtem. The bulk of 
Mankind are incapable of thinking or 
judging for themſelves on any Subject. 
There are a few leading ſpirits, whom 
the reſt muſt follow. This makes Syſtems 


ſo univerſally agreeable. If they cannot 


teach people to think and to feel, they 
teach them what to ſay, which anſwers 
all the purpoſes of vanity, the moſt uni- 
verſally ruling Principle among Mankind, 
and which particularly ſhews itſelf in the 
Subjects we are treating of, as they make 


ſo conſiderable a part of popular conver- 
ſation.— A perſon without the leaſt Taſte 
or Genius may, by the help of a little 


reading, make himſelf maſter of all the 


eſtabliſhed rules of Criticiſm, and thus ac- 
quire 


4 
3 y 
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quire the reputation both of Taſte and 
Learning. Theſe rules make it very eaſy 
for a dull Man to point out the defects 
of a work of Genius, though no rules can 
inform him when he is to admire and be 


moved. He has likewiſe the advantage 


of a fixt ſtandard to appeal to, that of 
ancient and eſtabliſned authority, an au- 
thority which the modeſty and good ſenſe 
uſually attendant on real Genius ſubmits 
to in ſilence. By theſe means faſhion 
and authority take the lead in all deciſions 


of Taſte, few being ſo hardy as to ſhake 


off their fetters, boldly to avow what they 


feel, and to appeal from the tribunal of 


Ariſtotle to that of Nature. But when 


once Taſte comes to be confined in this 


manner, it is capable of the greateſt per- 


verſion, and every ſentiment of Nature 


may be deadened or effaced. Thus there 
| 1s 


pro 
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is a corruption of the very ſaree and 
fountain of genuine Criticiſm, which 
depends entirely on properly collecting 
and arranging the feelings of pure 
unaffected Nature. We do not mean 
here to detract from the merits of 
Ariſtotle as a Critic, whoſe writings in 
that character are not the leaſt proofs of 
the extent and acuteneſs of his Genius; 
but all Criticiſm in a certain degree muſt 
be temporary and local. 

SoME tempers, and even ſome Nations 
are not pleaſed with Nature in her faireſt 
and moſt regular forms, while others 
admire her in the great, the wonderful, 
and wild. Thus elegance, regularity, 
and ſentiment are chiefly attended to in 
France, and French Criticiſm principally 
refers to theſe; but its rules can with no 
propriety. be applied in England, where 

the 
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the natural Genius or Taſte of the people 
is very different. The grand, the ſub- 
lime, the ſurpriſing, and whatever very 


forcibly ſtrikes the Imagination, ought 
there to be principally regarded. With- 


out theſe the utmoſt elegance and pro- 
priety will be cold and inſipid; and with 
them elegance and propriety can be in a 
good meaſure diſpenſed with. 

- Warrenever what is called a very cor- 
rect Taſte generally prevails, the powers 


of Genius and Invention gradually lan- 


guiſh ; and the conſtant attention to pre- 
vent giving offence to a few, renders 
them incapable of giving much pleaſure 
to any. FL LN 
RzriNEMENT and delicacy of Taſte is 
an acquiſition very dangerous and deceit- 
ful. — It flatters our pride by giving us 


a conſcious ſuperiority over the reſt of. 
M,/[ankind, 


* 


ng 
Mankind, and by ſpecious promiſes of 
enjoyment to vulgar Minds, often cheats 
us out of thoſe pleaſures, which belong 
equally to the whole Species, and which 
Nature intended every one ſhould enjoy. 
People poſſeſſed of extreme delicacy are 
haunted as it were with an evil Genius, 
by certain Ideas of the coarſe, the low, 
the vulgar, the irregular, which ſtrike 
them in all the natural pleaſures of life, 
and render them incapable of enjoying 

them. e Bas 
THtRE is ſcarcely an external or in- 
ternal Senſe but may be brought by con- 
ſtant indulgence and attention to ſuch a 
degree of acuteneſs as to be diſguſted at 
every object that is preſented to it.— This 
extreme ſenſibility and refinement, though 
uſually at firſt the effect of vanity and af- 
fectation, yet by a conſtant attention 
K to 
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to all the little circumſtances that feed 


them, ſoon become real and genuine. But 


Nature has ſet bounds to all our plea- 
ſures. We may enjoy them ſafely with. 
in theſe bounds, but if we refine too 


much upon them, the certain conſequence 
is diſappointment and chagrin. 

- Wren ſuch a falſe delicacy, or, what 
has much the ſame effect, when the af- 
fectation of it comes to prevail generally, 
it checks, in works of Taſte, all vigorous 


efforts of Genius and Imagination, ener- 


vates the force of language, and produces 
that mediocrity, that coldneſs and inſi- 
pidity of compoſition, which does not 
indeed greatly diſguſt, but never can 
give high pleaſure. This is one bad ef- 
fect of the ſpirit of Criticiſm prevailing 
very generally, and eſpecially when Men 
of Learning and 3 Genius con- 
deſcend 
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deſcend to beſtow their attention on works 
of Taſte and Imagination. As ſuch Men 
are ſometimes deficient in thoſe powers of 
fancy, and that ſenſibility of heart, which 
are eſſential to the reliſhing ſuch Subjects: 
they are too often ready to deſpiſe and 
condemn thoſe things which they have no 
right to judge of, as they neither perceive, 
nor feel them. 

A clear and acute Underſtanding is far 
from being the only quality neceſſary to 
form a perfect Critic The Heart is often 
more concerned here than the Head.—In 
general, it ſeems the more proper buſineſs 
of true philoſophical Criticiſm to obſerve 
and watch the excurſions of fancy at a 
diſtance, than to be continually checking 
all its little irregularities —Too much re- 
ſtraint and pruning is of more fatal con- 
= ſequence 
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ſequence here than a little wildneſs and 
luxuriancy. 

Taz * beauties of every on of Taſte 
are of different degrees, and fo are its 
blemiſhes. The greateſt blemiſh is the 
want of ſuch beauties as are characteriſtic, 
and eſſential to its kind. Thus in dra- 
matic Poetry one part may be conſtruct- 
ed according to the laws of unity and 
truth, whilſt another directly contradicts 
them. The French, by their great atten- 
tion to the general oeconomy and unity 
of their fable, and the mechanical con- 
ſtruction of their ſcenes, have univerſally 
obtained the character of ſuperior cor- 
rectneſs to the Engliſh. — If correctneſs 
conſiſts in a freedom from little favlts, 
they certainly are entitled to this cha- 
rater, — But unity of character is prior 


_ * Muſeum, vol, I. 
in 
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reſpect the Engliſh greatly excel them. 
Their characters indeed are often ſo vague 
and indeterminate, that they are not ca- 
pable of inconſiſtence. They are frequent- 
ly too making long declamatory ſpeeches, 
where the Poet forgets he is imitating, 
and ſays pompous things in his own per- 
ſon, when he ought only to ſay natural 


his Actor. The Frenchified appearance 
of all their characters, without any regard 
to the country where the ſcene is laid, is 
another great abſurdity in the conduct of 
their Drama. Theſe are inſtances of want 
of true Taſte far beyond the broken ſcenes 
and frequent changes of place on the 


i neglect of mechanical contrivance, but 


X 3 of 


in dignity to unity of fable, and in this 


things, and ſuitable to the condition of 


Engliſh Theatre. The latter indeed ſnew 


the former ſtrike at the truth and beauty 


4 * 


( 134 ) 
of poetic imitation in its moſt eſſential 
part, —Shakeſpear, by his lively creative 
Imagination, his_ ſtrokes of Nature and 
Paſſion, and preſerving the conſiſtency 
of his characters, amply compenſates for 
his tranſgreſſions againſt the rules of time 
and place, which the Imagination can ea- 
fily diſpenſe with. His frequently break- 
ing the tide of the Paſſions by the intro- 
duction of low and abſurd comedy is a 
more capital tranſgreſſion againſt Nature, | 
and the fundamental laws of the Drama. 
PROBABILITY 1s one of the boundaries, 


within which it has pleaſed Criticiſm to 

confine the Imagination. This appears 6 
plauſible, but upon enquiry will perhaps M 
be found too far extended. Events may oy 
appear to our Reaſon not only impro- 
bable, but abſurd and impoſſible, yet tie h 


Imagination may adopt them with facility 
. and 


(135) 
und delight. The time was, when an uni- 
verſal belief prevailed of inviſible Agents 
concerning themſelves in the affairs of 
this World. Many events were ſuppoſed 
to happen out of the ordinary courſe of 
things by the ſupernatural agency of theſe 
Spirits, who were believed to be of diffe- 
rent ranks; and of different diſpoſitions 
towards Mankind. Such a belief was well 
adapted to make an impreſſion on ſome 
of the moſt powerful Principles of our 
Nature, to gratify the natural Paſſion for 
the marvellous, to dilate the Imagination, | 


and give boundleſs ſcope to its excur- 


ſions. 

Ix thoſe days the old Romance was in 
its higheſt glory. Though a belief of the 
interpoſition of theſe inviſible Powers in 
the ordinary affairs of Mankind has how 
ceaſed, yet it ſtill keeps its hold of the 
e K 4 Imagination, 
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Imagination, . which has a natural pro- 
penſity to embrace this opinion. Hence 
we find that Oriental tales continue to 
be univerſally read and admired by 
thoſe who have not the leaſt belief in 
the Genii, who are the moſt important 
Agents in the ſtory. All that we require in 
theſe works of Imagination is an unity 
and conſiſtency of character. + The 
Imagination willingly allows itſelf to be 
deceived into a belief of the exiſtence of 
beings, which Reaſon ſees to be ridicu- 
lous ; but then every event muſt take 
place in ſuch a regular manner as may be 
naturally expected from the interpoſition 
of {ſuperior intelligence and power. It is 
not a fingle violation of truth 'and pro- 
bability that offends, but ſuch a viola- 
tion as perpetually recurs. We have a 
+ Adventurer. | 


ſtrong 
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ſtrong evidence of the eaſe with which 
the Imagination is deceived, in the effects 
produced by a well acted Tragedy. The 
Imagination there ſoon becomes too 
much heated, and the Paſſions too much 
intereſted, to allow Reaſon to reflect that 
we are agitated with the feigned diſtreſs 
of people entirely at their eaſe. We 
| ſuffer ourſelves to be tranſported from 
place to place, and believe we are hearing 
the private ſoliloquy of a perſon in his 
chamber, while he is talking on a ſtage 
ſo as to be heard by a thouſand people. 

Taz deception in our modern Novels 
is more perfect than in the old Romance; 
but as they profeſs to paint Nature and 
Characters as they really are, it is evi- 


dent that the powers of fancy cannot 
have the ſame play, nor can the ſuc- 


ceſſion of incidents be ſo quick nor ſo 
ſur- 


(238 ) 
ſurpriſing. It requires therefore a Ge- 
nius of the firſt claſs to give them that 
ſpirit and variety ſo neceſſary to captivate 
the Imagination, and to preſerve them 
from ſinking into dry narrative and tire- 
ſome declamation. 
NorwirzsTANDIxG the ridiculous ex- 
travagance of the old Romance in many 
particulars, it ſeems calculated to pro- 
duce more favourable effects on the mo- 
rals of Mankind, than our modern No- 
vels.—If the former did not repreſent 
Men as they really are, it repreſented 
them better; its Heroes were patterns 
of courage, generoſity, truth, humanity, 
and the moſt exalted virtues. Its Heroines 
were diſtinguiſhed for modeſty, delicacy, 
and the utmoſt dignity of manners. — 
The latter repreſent Mankind too much 
What they are, paint ſuch ſcenes of plea- 
33 ſure 
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ſure and vice as are unworthy to ſee the 
light, and thus in a manner hackney 
youth in the ways of wickedneſs, before 


they are well entered into the World; 


expoſe the fair ſex in the moſt wanton 
and ſhameleſs manner to the eyes of the 
world, by ſtripping them of that modeſt 
reſerve, which is the foundation of grace 


and dignity, the veil with which Nature 


intended to protect them from too fa- 
miliar an eye, to be at once the greateſt 
incitement to love and the greateſt ſecu- 
rity to virtue. In ſhort, the one may 
miſlead the Imagination; the other has 
a tendency to inflame the Paſſions and 
corrupt the Heart. The pleaſure which 
we receive from Hiſtory ariſes in a great 
meaſure from the ſame ſource with that 


which we receive from Romance. It is 


not the bare recital of facts that gives us 


pleaſure. | 
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pleaſure. They muſt be facts that give 
ſome agitation to the Mind by their being 
important, intereſting or ſurpriſing. - But 
events of this kind do not very frequently 
occur in Hiſtory, nor does it deſcend to 
paint thoſe minute features of particular 
perſons which are more likely to engage 
our Affections and intereſt our Paſſions 
than the fate of Nations. It is not there- 
fore ſurpriſing that we find it ſo difficult 
to keep attention awake in reading Hi- 
ſtory, and that fewer have ſucceeded in 
this kind of compoſition than in any 
other whatever. To render Hiſtory plea- 
ſing and intereſting, it is not ſufficient 
that it be ſtrictly impartial, that it be 
written with all the elegance of lan- 
guage, and abound in the moſt judici- 
ous and uncommon obſervations. We 


never begin to enter with pleaſure into a 
OS DT. Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory till we contract an attachment to 
ſome public and important cauſe, or ſome 
diſtinguiſhed characters which it repre- 
ſents to us. The fate of theſe intereſts us, 
and keeps the Mind in an anxious yet 
pleaſing ſuſpence. We do not require the 
author to violate the truth of Hiſtory 
by repreſenting our favorite cauſe or 
hero as perfect; we will allow him to re- 
preſent all their weakneſſes and imper- 
fections, but ſtill it muſt be with ſuch a 
tender and delicate hand as not to deſtroy 
our attachment. There is a ſort of unity 
or conſiſtency of character that we even 
expect in Hiſtory. An author of any in- 
genuity who is diſpoſed to it can eaſily 
diſappoint this expectation without devia- 
ting from truth. There are certain fea- 
tures in the greateſt and worthieſt cha- 
racters, which may be painted in ſuch a 
light 
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light as to make them appear little and 
ridiculous. If an Hiſtorian be conſtantly 
attentive to. check admiration, he cer- 
tainly may do it; but if the Mind be thus 


continually diſappointed, and can never 


find an object that it can dwell on with 
pleaſure, though we may admire his Ge- 
nius and be inſtructed by his Hiſtory, he 
will never leave a pleaſing and grate- 


ful impreſſion on the Mind. Where 


this is the prevailing ſpirit and genius 
of a Hiſtory, it not only deprives us 
of a great part of the pleaſure we ex- 
pected from it, but leaves diſagreeable 
effects on the-Mind, as it ſtifles that no- 
ble enthuſiaſm, which is the foundation 


of all great actions, and produces a de- 
bility, coldneſs, and indifference about 
all Characters and Principles whatſoever. 
We acknowledge however it may be of 


great 


2 
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great ſervice in correcting the narrow pre- 
judices of party and faction; as they will 
be more influenced by the repreſentations- 
of one who ſeems to take no ſide, than by 
any thing which can be ſaid by their an- 
tagoniſts. n 

A lively Imagination, and particular- 


ly a poetical one, bears confinement no- 


where ſo ill as in the uſe of Metaphor 
and Imagery. This is the peculiar pro- 
vince of the Imagination. The ſoundeſt 
head can neither aſſiſt, nor judge in it. 


The Poet's eye, as it“ glances from 


heaven to earth, from earth to heaven, is- 
ſtruck with numberleſs ſimilitudes and 
analogies, that not only paſs unnoticed 
by the reſt of Mankind, but even cannot 


be comprehended when ſuggeſted to- 


them. There is a correſpondence between 


* Shakeſpear. 
certain 


„„ 

certain external forms of Nature, and cer- 
tain affections of the Mind, that may be 
felt, but cannot be explained. — Some- 
times the aſſociation may be accidental, 
but it often ſeems to be innate. Hence 
the great difficulty of aſcertaining the 
true ſublime. It cannot indeed be con- 
fined within any bounds, it is entirely 
relative, depending on the warmth and 
livelineſs of the Imagination, and there- 
fore different in different countries. For 
the ſame reaſon, wherever there is great 
richneſs and profuſion of Imagery, which 
in ſome ſpecies of Poetry is a principal 
beauty, there are always very general com- 
plaints of obſcurity, which is increaſ- 
ed by thoſe ſudden tranſitions that be- 
wilder a common reader, but are eaſily 
followed by a poetical one. An accurate 
ſcrutiny into the propriety of Images and 
Meta- 
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Metaphors is to no purpoſe. If it be not 
felt at firſt, it ſeldom can be communi- 
cated : while we analyſe it, the impreſ- 
ſion vaniſhes. The ſame obſervation may 
be applied to Wit, which conſiſts in 
a quick and unexpected aſſemblage of 
Ideas, that ſtrike the Mind in an agree- 
able manner either by their reſemblance 
or incongruity. Neither is the juſtneſs 
of humour a Subject that will bear rea- 
ſoning. This conſiſts in a lively painting 
of thoſe weakneſſes of character, which 
are not of importance enough to raiſe pity 
or indignation, but only excite mirth 
and laughter. One muſt have an Idea of 
the original to judge of, or be affected 
by the repreſentation, and if he does not 
ſee its juſtneſs at the firſt glance, he 
never ſees it, For this reaſon all works 


of humour and ridicule, and all ſatire, 
; © which 
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which paint the particular features and 
manners of the times, being local and tran- 
fient, quickly loſe their poignancy, be- 
come obſcure and inſipid. 

WILIATEVER is the object of Imagina- 
tion and Taſte can only be ſeen to ad- 
vantage at a certain diſtance, and in a 
particular light. If brought too near the 
eye, the beauty which charmed before, 
may appear faded, and often diſtorted. 
—Tt is therefore the buſineſs of judge- 
ment to aſcertain this point of view, to 
exhibit the object to the Mind in that 


poſition which gives it moſt pleaſure, and 


to prevent the Mind from viewing it in 
any other. — This is generally very much 
in our own. power. It is an Art which 
we all practiſe in common life. We learn 
by habit to turn up to the eye the agree- 


Nn ſide of any object which gives us 
| HO" 


pleaſure, and to keep the dark one 
out of fight. If this be kept within any 
reaſonable bounds, the ſoundeſt judge- 
ment will not only connive at, but ap- 
prove it.— Human life itſelf is not only 
chequered, but every object in it. 

Whatever we admire or lave, as great, 
or beautiful, or amiable, has certain cir- 


cumſtances belonging to it, which if at- 


tended to would poiſan our enjoyment. 
We are agreeably ſtruck with the gran- 
deur and magnificence of Nature in her 
wildeſt forms, with the proſpect of vaſt 
and ſtupendous mountains; but is there 
any neceſſity for our attending at the ſame 
time to the bleakneſs, the coldneſs, and 
the barrenneſs, which are univerſally con- 
nected with them? When a lover con- 
templates with rapture the charms of 
beauty and elegance that captivate his 

L 2 hear 
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heart, muſt he at the ſame time reflect how 
uncertain and tranſient the object of his 
paſſion is, and that the ſucceſſion of a few 

years mult lay it mouldering in the duft ? 
Bur we not only think it unneceſſary 
always to ſee the whole truth, but fre. 
quently allow and juſtify ourſelves in 
viewing things magnified beyond the 
truth. We indulge a manifeſt partiality 
to our friends, our children, and native 
country. We not only keep their fail- 
ings as much as prudence will allow out 
of ſight, but exalt in our Imagination 
all their good qualities beyond their juſt 
value. Nor does the general ſenſe of 
mankind condemn this indulgence, for 
this very good reaſon, becauſe it is natu- 
ral, and becauſe we could not forego it, 
without loſing at the ſame time all ſenſe of 
- friendſhip, natural affection and patriot- 
N : | iſm. 
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im. — There appears no ſufficient reaſon 
why this conduct, which we obſerve in 
common life, ſhould not be followed in 
our enquiries into works of Imagination : 
A perſon of a cultivated Taſte, while he 
reſigns himſelf to the firſt impreſſions 
of pleaſure excited by real excellency, 
can at the ſame time, with the lighteſt 
glance of the eye, perceive whether the 
work will bear a nearer inſpection. If it can 
bear this, he has the additional pleaſure 
before him ariſing from thoſe latent beau- 
ties which ftrike the Imagination leſs 
forcibly. If he finds they cannot bear this 
examination, he ſhould remove his atten- 
tion immediately, enjoy and be grateful 
for the pleaſure he has already received. 

WHar is uſually called a correct Taſte 
is very much offended with Dr. Young's 


Night Thoughts ; it obſerves that the re- 
"L 1 preſentation 


( 
preſentation there given of Human Life 
is falſe and gloomy; that the Poetry 
ſometimes ſinks into childiſh conceits or 
proſaic flatneſs, but oftener riſes into the 
turgid or falſe ſublime z. that it is per- 
plexed and obſcure that the reaſoning is 
often weak, and that the general plan 
of the work is ill laid, and not happily 
conducted. — Yet this work may be read 
with very different ſentiments. It may 
be found to contain many ſtrokes of the 
moſt ſublime Poetry that any language 
has produced, and to be full of thoſe 
pathetic ſtrokes of Nature and Paſſion, 
which touch the heart in the moſt tender 
and affecting manner.-Beſides the Mind is 
ſometimes in a diſpoſition to be pleaſed 
only with dark views of Human Life. 

TERRE are afflictions too deep to bear 
either reaſoning or amuſement. They 
may 
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may be ſoothed, but cannot be diverted. 
The gloom of the Night Thoughts per- 
fectly correſponds with this ſtate of Mind. 
It indulges and flatters the preſent paſſion, 
and at the ſame time preſents thoſe mo- 
tives of conſolation which alone can ren- 
der certain griefs ſupportable. We may 
here obſerve that ſecret and wonderful 
endearment, which Nature has annexed 
to all our ſympathetic feelings, whereby 
we enter into the deepeſt ſcenes of diſtreſs 
and ſorrow with a melting ſoftneſs of heart, 
far more delightful than all the joys which 
diſſipated and unthinking mirth can in- 
ſpire. Dr. Akenſide deſcribes this very 
pathetically, 


* 


a tue faithful youth, 
Why the cold urn of her, whom long he loved, 


80 often fills his arms; ſo often draws | 


* Pleaſures of Imagination, 
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5 
His lonely footſteps at the ſilent hour, 


To pay the mournful tribute of his tears? 
Oh! he will tell thee, that the wealth of worlds 
Should ne'er ſeduce his boſom to forego 

That ſacred hour, when ſtealing from the noiſe 
Of care and envy, ſweet remembrance ſooths 
With virtue's kindeſt looks his aking breaſt, 


And turns his tears to rapture, 


Ax afterwards proceeds to paint with all 
the enthuſiaſm of Liberty and poetic Ge- 
nius, and in all the ſweetneſs and harmony 
of numbers, thoſe heart-ennobling ſorrows, 
which the Mind feels by the repreſenta- 
tion of the preſent miſerable condition of 
thoſe countries, which were once the 
happy ſeats of Genius, Liberty, and the 
greateſt virtues that adorn humanity. | 
Trz principal thing to be regarded in 
the culture of Taſte is to diſcover thoſe 
8 many 


( 199 ) 
many beauties in the works of Nature and 
Art, which would otherwiſe eſcape our 
notice. Thomſon in that beautiful de- 
ſcriptive Poem, the Seaſons, . pleaſes 


by the juſtneſs of his painting; but his 


oreateſt merit conſiſts in impreſſing the 
Mind with numberleſs beauties of Na- 
ture in her various and ſucceſſive forms, 
which formerly paſſed unheeded. — This 
is the moſt pleaſing and uſeful effect of 
Criticiſm; to lay open new ſources of plea- 
ſure unknown to the bulk of Mankind; 
and it is only in as far as it diſcovers 
theſe that Taſte can be accounted a 
bleſſing. | | 

IT has been often obſerved that a good 
Tafte and a good heart commonly go 
together. That ſort of Taſte, however, 
which is conſtantly prying into blemiſhes 


and deformity, can have no good effect 
either 
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either on the temper or the heart. The 
Mind naturally takes a taint from thoſe 
objects and purſuits which uſually employ 
her. Diſguſt, often recurring, ſpoils the 
temper, and a habit of nicely diſcrimi- 
nating, when carried into life, contracts 
the heart, and checks all the benevolent 
and generous affections, by holding up 
to view the faults and weakneſſes inſe- 
parable from every character; it like- 
wile ſtifles all the pleaſing emotions of 
love and admiration. — The habit of 
dwelling too much on what is ridiculous 
in Subjects of Taſte, when transferred 
into life, has the worſt effect upon the 
character, if not ſoftened by the greateſt 
degree of humanity and good humour, 
and confers only a ſullen and gloomy 
pleaſure by feeding the worſt and mot 
painful feclings of the human breaſt, envy 


and 
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and malignity of heart.—But an intimate 
acquaintance with the works of Nature 
and Genius in their moſt beautiful and 
amiable forms humanizes and ſweetens 
the temper, opens and extends the Ima- 
gination, and diſpoſes to the moſt pleaſ- 
ing views of Mankind and Providence.— 
By conſidering Nature in this favourable 
point of view, the heart is dilated and 
filled with the moſt benevolent purpoſes, 
and then indeed the ſecret ſympathy and 
connection between the feelings of Natu- 
ral and Moral Beauty, the connection 
between a good Taſte and a good Heart 
appears with the greateſt luſtre. 


Read at the Philoſophical Society, 
March 31ſt. 1761. 
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DISCOURSE v. 


TE proceed now to conſider that 

Principle of human Nature which 
ſeems in a peculiar manner the characte- 
riſtic of the Species, the Senſe of Religion. 
It is not our buſineſs here to conſider the 
evidence of Religion as founded in truth; 
we propoſe only to examine it as a Prin- 
ciple founded in human Nature, and the 
influence it has, or may have, on the 
happineſs 
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happineſs of Mankind. — The beneficial 
conſequences which ſhould naturally re- 
ſult from this Principle, ſeem to be very 
obvious. There is ſomething naturally 
foothing and comfortable in a firm belief 
that the whole frame of Nature is ſup- 
ported and conducted by an eternal and 
omnipotent Being of infinite goodneſs, 
who intends by the whole courſe of his 
Providence to promote the greateſt good 
of his creatures; a belief that we are ac- 
quainted with the means of conciliating 
the Divine favor, and that in conſequence 
of this we have it in our own power to 
obtain it; a belief that this life is but the 
infancy of our exiſtence, that we ſhall 
ſurvive the ſeeming deſtruction of our 
preſent frame, and have it in our power 
to ſecure our entrance on a new ſtate of 
eternal felicity. If we believe that the 

conduct 
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conduct which the Deity requires of us 
is ſuch as moſt effectually ſecures our pre- 
ſent happineſs, together with the peace 
and happineſs of Society, we ſhould natu- 


rally unagine that theſe ſentiments would 
be fondly cheriſhed and adopted by all 


wiſe and good Men, whether they were 


ſuppoſed to ariſe from any natural anti- 
cipation of the human Mind, the force 
of Reaſon, or an immediate revelation 
from the Supreme Being. 

Bur though the belief of a Deity and 
of a future ſtate of exiſtence haye uni- 
verſally prevailed in all Ages and Nations 


of the World, yet it has been diverſified 


and connected with a variety of ſuperſti- 
tions,, which have often rendered it uſe- 


leſs, and even hurtful to the general in- 


tereſts of Mankind. — The Supreme Be- 
ing has ſometimes been repreſented in 
1 ſuck 
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ſuch a light as made him rather an object 
of terror than of love; as executing both 
preſent and eternal vengeance on the 
greateſt part of the World, for crimes 
they never committed, and for not beliey- 
ing doctrines which they never heard. — 
Men have been taught that they did God 
acceptable ſervice by abſtracting them- 
ſelves from all the duties they owed to 
Society, by denying themſelves all the 
pleaſures of life, and even by voluntarily 
enduring and inflicting on themſelves the 
ſevereſt tortures which Nature could ſup- 
port. They have been taught that it was 
their duty to perſecute their fellow crea- 
tures in the cruelleſt manner, in order to 
bring them to an uniformity with them- 
ſelves in religious opinions; a ſcheme equal- 
ly barbarous and impracticable. In fine, 


Religion has often been the engine made 
uſe 
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uſe of to deprive Mankind of their moſt 
valuable privileges, and to ſubject them to 
the moſt deſpotic tyranny. 
Tust pernicious conſequences have 
given occaſion to ſome ingenious Men to 
queſtion, whether Atheiſm or Superſtition 
were moſt deſtructive to the happineſs of 
Society; while others have been fo much 
impreſſed by them, that they ſeemed to 
think it ſafer to diveſt Mankind of all re- 
ligious opinions and reſtraints whatever, 

than to run the riſk of the abuſes which 
they thought almoſt inſeparable from them. 

— This ſeems to be the moſt favorable 

conſtruction that can be put on the con- 

duct of the Patrons of Infidelity. But how- - 
ever ſpecious this pretence might have. 
been ſome centuries ago, there does not 
now appear to be the leaſt foundation for 

It, — Experience has now ſhewn that 

| M Religion 
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Religion may ſubſiſt in a public eſta- 
bliſhment, diveſted of that abſurd and 
pernicious Superſtition which was only 
adventitious, and moſt apparently con- 
trary to its genuine and original ſpirit 
and genius. — To ſeparate Religion en- 
tirely from Superſtition in every indivi- 
dual, may indeed be impoſſible, becauſe 
it is impoſſible to make all Mankind 
think wiſely and properly on any one 
Subject, where the Underſtanding alone 
is concerned, much more where the Ima- 
gination and the Affections are ſo deeply 
intereſted. —If then the poſitive advan- 
tages of Religion to Mankind be evident, 
this ſhould ſeem a ſufficient reaſon for 
every worthy Man to ſupport its cauſe, and 
at the ſame time to keep it diſengaged 
from thoſe accidental circumſtances that 
have ſo. highly diſhonoured it. 
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Maxxixp certainly have a ſenſe of 
right and wrong independent of religious 
belief; but experience ſnews that the al- 
lurements of preſent pleaſures and the 
impetuoſity of paſſion are ſufficient to 
prevent Men from acting agreeably to 
this moral ſenſe, unleſs it be ſupported 
by Religion, the influence of which upon 
the Imagination and Paſſions, if properly 
directed, is extremely powerful. — Even 
thoſe perſons, who have got free from all 
religious reſtraint themſelves, ſeem to be 
very ſenſible of this truth. They al- 
ways wiſh thoſe to be believers in whoſe 
virtue they are particularly intereſted. 
Whatever zeal they may have to enlight- 
en the Underſtandings of their neigh- 
bours wives and daughters, they com- 
monly chuſe to let their own believe with 
the vulgar, being ſenſible that however 
[- M 2 Religion 
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Religion and Virtue may be ſeparated in 
Theory, yet in fact they are too cloſely 
connected and interwoven to allow ſuch a 
ſeparation ſafely. 

Wr will readily acknowledge that many 
of the greateſt enemies of Religion have 
been diſtinguiſhed for their honour, pro- 
bity, and good nature. — But it is to be 
conſidered, that many virtues as well as 
vices are conſtitutional. — A cool and 
equal Temper, a dull Imagination and 
an unfeeling Heart, enſure the poſſeſſion 
of many virtues, or rather are a ſe- 
curity againſt many vices. They may 
produce temperance, chaſtity, honeſty, 
prudence, and a harmleſs, inoffenſive 
behaviour. Whereas keen Paſſions, a 
warm Imagination, and great ſenſibi- 
lity of Heart, lay a natural foundation 
for prodigality, debauchery, and ambi- 
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tion; attended, however, with the ſeeds 
of all the ſocial and moſt heroic vir- 
tues. Such a temperature of Mind car- 
ries along with it a check to its conſti- 
tutional vices, by rendering thoſe poſ- 
ſeſſed of it peculiarly ſuſceptible of re- 
ligious impreſſions. They often appear 
indeed to be the greateſt enemies to 
Religion, but that is entirely owing to 
their impatience of its reſtraints. Its 
moſt dangerous enemies have ever been 
among the temperate and chaſte Philo- 
ſophers, void of paſſion and ſenſibility, 
who had no vicious appetites to be re- 
ſtrined by its influence, and who were 
equally unſuſceptible of its terrors or plea- 
ſures. Abſolute Infidelity or ſettled Scep- 
ticiſm in Religion is no proof of a bad 
Underſtanding or a bad Heart, but is 
certainly a very ſtrong preſumption of 
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the want of Imagination and ſenſibility of 
Heart. Many Philoſophers have been In- 
fidels, few Men of Taſte and Sentiment, 
Yet the example of Lord Bacon, Mr. 
Locke, and Sir Iſaac Newton, among 
many other firſt names in Philoſophy, is 
_ a ſufficient evidence that religious belief 

is perfectly compatible with the cleareſt 
and moſt enlarged Underſtanding. 

Tux general ſenſe of Mankind of the 
connection between a religious diſpoſition 
and a feeling Heart, appears from the 
univerſal averſion, which all Men have 
to Infidelity in the fair ſex. We not only 
look on it as removing the principal ſe- 
curity we have for their virtue, but as 

the ſtrongeſt proof of their want of that 
ſoftneſs and delicate ſenſibility of Heart, 
which endears them more to us, and ſe- 
cures more effectually their empire over 
Our 
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our Hearts, than any quality they can poſ- 
ſeſs. — There are Men who can perſuade 
themſelves, that there is no ſupreme In- 
telligence who directs the courſe of Na- 
ture, who can ſee thoſe they have been 
connected with by the ſtrongeſt bonds of 
Nature and Friendſhip gradually drop- 
ping off from them, who are perſuaded 
that this ſeparation is final and eternal, 
and who expect that they themſelves ſhall 
ſoon ſink down after them into nothing 
and yet ſuch Men ſhall appear eaſy and 
contented. But to a ſenſible Heart, and 
particularly to a Heart ſoftened by paſt 
endearments of Love or Friendſhip, ſuch 
opinions are attended with glooom inex- 
preſſible, that ſtrikes a damp into all the 
pleaſures and enjoyments of life, and cuts 
off thoſe views which alone can ſpeak 
comfort to the ſoul under certain diſtreſſes 
M 4 where 
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where all other aid is feeble and ineffec- 
tual. — Scepticiſm or ſuſpence of judge- 
ment as to the truth of theſe great arti- 
cles of Religion is attended with the ſame 
fatal effects. Wherever the Affections are 
deeply intereſted, a ſtate of ſuſpence is 
more diſtracting to the Mind, than the 
fad aſſurance of the evil which 1s moſt 
dreaded. 

Ir ſhould therefore be expected that 
thoſe Philoſophers, who ſtand in no need 
themſelves of the aſſiſtance of Religion 

for the ſupport of their virtue, and who 
never feel the want of its conſolations, 

would yet have the humanity to conſider 

the different ſituation of the reſt of Man- 

kind, and not endeavour to deprive 

theni of what Habit, at leaſt, if they 

will not allow Nature, has made ne- 

ceſſary to their morals and happineſs. 
— To 
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— To attempt this may be agreeable to 
ſome by relieving them from a reſtraint 
upon their pleaſures, and may render 
others very miſerable, by making them 
doubtful of theſe truths, in which they 
were moſt deeply intereſted, but it can 
convey real good and happineſs to no one 

individual. won 
To ſupport openly and avowedly the 
cauſe of Infidelity may be owing in ſome 
to the vanity of appearing wiſer than the 
reſt of Mankind. The zeal of making 
proſelytes to it may often be owing to a 
| like vanity of poſſeſſing a direction and 
aſcendancy over the Minds of Men, which 
is a very flattering ſpecies of ſuperiority. 
But there ſeems to be ſome other cauſe 
that ſecretly influences the conduct of 
ſome unbelievers, who from the reſt of 
their character, cannot be ſuſpected of 
8 vanity, 
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vanity, or any ambition of ſuch ſupe- 
riority. This we ſhall attempt to ex- 
1 

Tux very differing in opinion, upon 
any intereſting Subject, from all around 
us, gives a diſagreeable ſenſation. This 
muſt be greatly increaſed in the preſent 
caſe, as the feeling, which attends Infide- 
lity or Scepticiſm in Religion, is certain- 
ly a comfortleſs one, where there is the 
leaſt degree of ſenſibility. — Sympathy is 
much more ſought after by an unhappy 
mind than by one chearful and at eaſe. 
We require a ſupport in the one caſe, — 
which in the other is not neceſſary, — A, 
-perſon therefore void of Religion feels 
himſelf as it were alone in the midſt of 

Society; and though for prudential 
reaſons he chuſes to diſguiſe his ſenti- 
ments and join in ſome form of religious 
1 5 Worſhip, 
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Worſhip, yet this to a candid and inge- 
nuous Mind muſt always be very painful, 
nor does it abate the diſagreeable feeling 
which a ſocial Spirit has in finding itſelf 
alone and without any friend to ſooth 
and participate its uneaſineſs. This 
ſeems to have a conſiderable ſhare in that 
anxiety, which Freethinkers generally 
diſcover to make proſelytes to their opi- 
nions, an anxiety much greater than 
what is ſhewn by thoſe, whoſe Minds are 
at eaſe in the enjoyment of happier pro- 
ſpecs. 

TE excuſe, which theſe Gentlemen 
plead for their conduct, is a regard for 
the cauſe of truth. But this is a very 
inſufficient one. None of them act upon 
this Principle in common life, nor could 
any Man live in the World, and pretend 


( 172 ) 
to do it. In the purſuit of happineſs, * 
our beings end and aim, the diſcovery 
of truth is far from being the moſt impor- 
tant object. The Mind receives a high 
pleaſure from the inveſtigation and dif- 
covery of it in the Abſtract Sciences, in 
the works of Nature and Art, but in all 
Subjects, where the Imagination and 
Aﬀections are deeply concerned, we re- 
gard it only in ſo far as it is ſubſervient 
to them.—One of the firſt principles of 
Society, of decency, and good manners 
is, that no Man is entitled to ſay every 
thing he thinks true, when it would be 
injurious or | offenſive to his neighbour. 
If it was not for this Principle, all 
- Mankind would be in a ſtate of war. 
Suppoſe a perſon to loſe an only child, 
the fole comfort and happineſs of his 
| . 


life. 
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life. When the firſt overflowings of 
Nature are paſt, he recollects the infinite 
goodneſs and wiſdom of the Diſpoſer 


of all events, he is perſuaded that the 


revolutions of a few years will unite him 
again to his child never more to be ſepa- 
rated. In theſe views he acquieſces with 
a melancholy yet pleaſing reſignation to 
the Divine will. Now ſuppoſing all this 
to be a deception, a pleaſing dream, 
would not the general ſenſe of Mankind 
condemn the Philoſopher as barbarous 
and inhuman, who ſhould attempt to 
wake him out of it? — Yet ſo far does 
vanity prevail over good nature, that we 
frequently ſee Men of the moſt benevolent 
tempers labouring to cut off that hope, 
which chears the Heart under all the preſ- 
ſures and afflictions of human Life, and 

| enables 
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enables us to reſign it with chearfulneſs 
and dignity. 

RxL1c10n may be conſidered in three 
different views. Firſt, As containing 
doctrines relating to the being and per- 
fections of God, his moral adminiſtra- 
tion of the World, a future ſtate of ex- 
iſtence, and particular communications 
to Mankind by an immediate ſuperna- 
tural revelation. — Secondly, As a rule 
of life and manners. — Thirdly, As the 
ſource of certain peculiar Affections of 
the Mind, which either give pleaſure or 
pain, according to the particular genius 
and fpirit of the Religion that inſpires 
them. | 

In the firſt of theſe views, which gives 
a foundation to all religious belief, and 
on which the other two depend, Reaſon 
8 is 
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is principally concerned. On this Subject 
the greateſt efforts of human genius 
and application have been exerted, and 
with the moſt defirable ſucceſs in thoſe 
great and important articles that ſeem 
moſt immediately to affe& the intereſt 
and happineſs of Mankind. But when 
our enquiries here are puſhed a certain 
length, we find that Providence has ſet 

bounds to our Reaſon, and even to our 
capacities of apprehenſion. This is par- 
ticularly - the caſe, where infinity and 
the moral œconomy of the Deity are 
concerned. The objects are here in a great 
meaſure beyond the reach of our concep- 
tion; and induction from experience, on 
which all our other reaſonings are found- 
ed, cannot be applied to a Subject alto- 
gether diſſimilar to any thing we are ac- 
quainted with, — Many of the funda- 


mental 
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mental articles of Religion are ſuch, that 
the Mind may have the fulleſt conviction 
of their truth, but they muſt be viewed 
at a diſtance, and are rather the ob- 
jects of ſilent and religious veneration, 
than of metaphyſical diſquiſition. If the 
Mind attempts to bring them to a near- 
er view, it is confounded with their im- 
menſity. 
Wur we puſh our enquiries into any 
part of Nature beyond certain bounds, 
we find ourſelves involved in perplexi- 
ty and darkneſs. - But there is this re- 
markable difference between theſe and 
rehgious enquiries; in the inveſtiga- 
tion of Nature we can always make pro- 
greſs in knowledge, and approximate to 
the truth by the proper exertion of 
genius and obſervation ; but our enqui- 
ries into religious Subjects are confined 
within 
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within narrow bounds, and no force of 
Reaſon or Application can lead the Mind 
one ſtep beyond that impenetrable gulph 
which ſeparates between the viſible and 
inviſible World. 

THrouGcn the articles of religi- 
ous belief, which fall within the com- 
prehenſion of Mankind, and ſeem eſ- 
ſential to their happineſs, are few and 
ſimple, yet ingenious Men have contrived 
to erect them into a moſt tremendous 
Syſtem of metaphyſical Subtlety, which 
will long remain a monument of the 
extent and weakneſs of human Under- 
ſtanding. The bad conſequences of ſuch 
Syſtems have been various. By attempt- 
ing to eſtabliſh too much, they have hurt 
the foundation of the moſt intereſting 
Principles of Religion.—Moft Men are 
bred up in a belief of the peculiar and 

N diſtin- 
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diſtinguiſhing opinions of ſome one reli- 


gious Sect or other. They are taught 
that all theſe are equally founded on 
Divine Authority,. or the cleareſt deduc- 
tions of Reaſon. By which means all 
their Religion hangs together; ſo that 
one part cannot be ſhaken without en- 


. dangering the whole. But wherever any 


freedom of enquiry is allowed, the folly 


of ſome of theſe opinions, and the un- 


certain feundation of others, cannot be 
concealed; and when this is the caſe, 
a general diſtruſt of the whole com- 
monly ſucceeds, with that lukewarmneſs 
in Religion, which is its neceſſary conſe- 


quence. 


Tux very habit of frequent reaſoning 


and diſputing upon religious Subjects 


takes off from that reverence with which 
the Mind would otherwiſe conſider them. 
2 This 
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This ſeems particularly to be the caſe, 
when Men preſume to enter into an 
exact ſcrutiny of the views and ceconomy 
of Providence 1n the adminiſtration of the 
World, why God Almighty made it as it 
is, the freedom of his actions, and many 
other ſuch queſtions infinitely beyond our 
reach. The natural tendency of this is 
to leſſen that aweful veneration with 
which we ought always to contemplate 
the Divinity, but which can never be 
preſerved, when Men canyas his ways 
with ſuch eaſe and freedom. Accordingly 
we find amongſt thoſe Sectaries where 
ſuch diſquiſitions have principally prevail- 
ed, that he has been ſpoke of and even 
addreſſed with the moſt indecent and 
ſhocking familiarity. The truly devo- 
tional ſpirit has ſeldom been found among 
ſuch perſons, the chief foundation _— 
N 2 cha- 
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characteriſtic of which is * humi- 
ly. 
ANOTHER bad effect of this ſpecula- 
tive Theology has been to withdraw peo- 


ple's attention from its practical duties. 


We uſually find that thoſe, who are 
moſt diſtinguiſhed by their exceſſive zeal 
for opinions in Religion, ſhew great mo- 
deration and coolneſs as to its precepts. 
Their great ſeverity in this reſpect has 
been exerted againſt a few vices, where 
the Heart is but little concerned, and to 
which their own diſpoſitions preſerved 
them. from any temptations. 

Bur the worſt effects of ſpeculative 
and. controverſial Theology are thoſe, 
which: it produces on the Temper and Af- 
fections.— When the Mind is kept con- 
ſtantly embarraſſed in a perplext and 
thorny path where it can find no ſteady 
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fight to ſhew the way, nor foundation to 
reſt on, the Temper loſes its native chear- 
fulneſs, and contracts a gloom and ſeve- 
rity, partly from the chagrin of diſap- 
pointment, and partly from the ſocial 
and kind Affections being extinguiſhed 
for want of exerciſe. When the evil has 


been exaſperated by oppoſition and diſ- 
pute, the conſequences have proved very 


fatal to the peace of Society; eſpecially 
when Men have been perſuaded, that 
their holding certain opinions intitled them 
to the Divine favor, and that thoſe, who 
differed from them, were devoted to eter- 
nal deſtruction. This perſuaſion broke at 
once all the ties of Society. The tolera- 
tion of Men who held erroneous opinions 
was conſidered as conniving at their de- 
ſtroying not only themſelves, but all 
others who came within the reach of their 
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influence. This has produced that cruel 
and implacable ſpirit, which has ſo often 
diſgraced the cauſe of Religion, and diſ- 
honoured humanity. Yet the effects of re- 
ligious controverſy have ſometimes proved 
beneficial to Mankind. That ſpirit of 
freedom, which incited the firſt Refor- 
mers to ſhake off the yoke of eccleſiaſtical 
tyranny, naturally begot ' ſentiments of 
civil liberty, eſpecially when irritated by 
perſecution. When ſuch ſentiments came 
to be united with that bold enthuſiaſm, 
that ſeverity of temper and manners 
that diſtinguiſhed ſome of the reformed 
Se&s ; they produced thoſe reſolute and 
inflexible Men, who alone were able to 
aſſert the cauſe of liberty in an age when 
moſt others were enervated by Luxury 
or Superſtition; and to fuch Men we 
owe that freedom and happy conſtitution 
| | which 
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which we at preſent enjoy.—But theſe ad- 
vantages of religious enthuſiaſm have been 
but accidental, 


Iv general it would appear that Reli 


gion, conſidered as a Science, in the man- 
ner it has been uſually conducted, is but 
little beneficial to Mankind, neither tend- 
ing to enlarge the Underſtanding, ſweeten 
the Temper, or mend the Heart. At 


the ſame time the labours of ingenious 
Men, in explaining obſcure and difficult 


paſſages of Sacred Writ, have been high- 


ly uſeful and neceſſary. And as it is na- 


tural for Men to carry their ſpeculations 
on a Subject, that fo nearly concerns their 


ptefent and eternal happineſs, farther than 


Reaſon extends, or than is clearly and ex- 
preſly revealed; theſe can be followed by 
no bad conſequences, if they are carried 
| N 4 an 
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on with that modeſty and reverence which 
the Subject requires. They only become 
' pernicious when they are formed into Syſ- 
tems, to which the ſame credit and ſub- 
. miſſion is required as to Holy Writ itſelf, 

WE ſhall now proceed to conſider 
Religion as a rule of life and manners. 
In this reſpect its influence is very ex- 
tenſive and beneficial, even when dif- 
figured by the wildeſt Superſtition, it 
being able to check and conquer thoſe 
Paſſions, which Reaſon and Philoſophy 
are too weak to encounter. But it 1s 
much to be regretted, that the applica- 
tion of Religion to this end has not been 
attended to with that care which the im- 
portance of the Subject required. The 
ſpeculative part of Religion ſeems gene- 


rally to have engroſſed the attention of 
Men 
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Men of Genius. This has been the fate 
of all the uſeful and practical Arts of life, 
and the application of Religion to the re- 
gulation of life and manners muſt be con- 
ſidered entirely as a practical Art.— The 
reaſons of this neglect ſeem to be theſe. 
—Men of a philoſophical Genius have 
an averſion to all application where the 
active powers of their own Mind are not 
immediately employed. But in acquiring 
a practical Art a Philoſopher is obliged 
to ſpend moſt of his time in employments 
where his Genius and Underſtanding have 
no exerciſe. —The fate of the practical 
parts of Medicine and of Religion have 
been very much alike. The object of 
the one is to cure the diſeaſes of the Body; 


of the other, to cure the diſeaſes of the 


Mind. The progreſs and degree of per- 
fection of both theſe Arts can be eſti- 
mated 
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mated by no other ſtandard than their 
ſucceſs in the cure of the diſeaſes, to 
which they are ſeverally applied. — In 
Medicine, the facts on which the Art 
depends, are ſo numerous and compli- 
cated, ſo miſtepreſented by credulity, or 
a heated Imagination, that there has hard- 
ly ever been found a truly philoſophical 
Genius, who has attempted the practical 
part of it. Almoſt all Phyſicians, who 
-have been Men of ingenuity, have amuſed 
themſelves in forming Theories, which 
gave exerciſe to their invention, and at 
the ſame time contributed to their repu- 
tation. Inſtead of being at the trouble 
of making obſervations themſelves, they 
culled out of the promiſcuous multitude 
already made, ſuch as ſuited their pur- 
| Poſe, and dreſſed them up in the way 
their Syſtem required. —In conſequence 
| J of 
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of this the hiſtory of Medicine does not 


exhibit the hiſtory of a progreſſive Art, 
but a hiſtory of opinions, which prevailed 
perhaps for twenty or thirty years, and 
then ſunk into contempt and oblivion.— 
The caſe has been very ſimilar in prac- 


tical Divinity. But this is attended with 


much greater difficulties, than the prac- 
tical part of Medicine. In this laſt nothing 
is required but aſſiduous and accurate 
obſervation, and a good Underſtanding 
to direct the proper application of ſuch 
obſervation.— But to cure the diſeaſes of 
the Mind, there is required that intimate 
knowledge of the human Heart, which 
muſt be drawn from life itſelf, and which 
books can never teach, of the various 
diſguiſes, under which Vice recommends 
herſelf to the Imagination, the artful af. 
ſociation of Ideas which ſhe forms there, 
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the many nameleſs circumſtances that 
ſoften the Heart and render it acceſſible, 
the Arts of infinuation and perſuaſion, 
the Art of breaking falſe aſſociations of 
Ideas, or inducing counter aſſociations, 
and employing one Paſſion againſt ano- 
ther; and when ſuch a knowledge is ac- 
quired, the ſucceſsful application of it to 
practice depends in a conſiderable degree 
on powers which no extent of Underſtand- 
1ng can confer. 

Vic does not depend ſo much on a 
perverſion of the Underſtanding, as of 


the Imagination and Paſſions, and on 


habits originally founded on theſe. A 
vicious Man is generally ſenſible enough 
that his conduct is wrong; he knows that 
Vice is contrary both to his duty and in- 
tereſt, and therefore all laboured reaſon- 
ing to ſatisfy his Underſtanding of theſe 

. truths 
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truths is uſeleſs, becauſe the diſeaſe does 
not lie in the Underſtanding. The evil 
is ſeated in the Heart. The Imagination 
and Paſſions are engaged on its ſide, and 
the cure muſt be applied to theſe. This 
has been the general defect of writings 
and ſermons intended to reform Mankind. 
Many ingenious and ſenſible remarks are 
made on the ſeveral duties of Reli- 
gion, and very judicious arguments are 
brought to enforce them. Such perfor- 
mances may be attended to with pleaſure 
by pious and well diſpoſed perſons, who 
likewiſe may derive uſeful inſtruction from: 
them for their conduct in life. The 
wicked and profligate, if ever books of 
this fort fall in their way, very readily 
allow that what they contain are great 
and eternal Truths, but they leave no- 
further impreſſion. - If any thing can 

touch 
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touch them, it is the power of lively and 
pathetic deſcription, which traces and 
lays open their Hearts through all their 
windings and diſguiſes, makes them ſee 
and confeſs their own characters in all 
their deformity and horror, impreſſes 
their Hearts, and intereſts their Paſſions 
by all the motives of love, gratitude and 
fear, the proſpect of rewards and puniſh- 
ments, and whatever others Religion or 
Nature may dictate. But to do this ef- 
fectually requires very different powers 
from thoſe of Underſtanding. A lively 


and well regulated Imagination is eſſenti- 


ally requilite. 

Ix public addreſſes to an Audience 
the great end of Reformation may be 
more effectually promoted, becauſe all 
the powers of voice and action, all the 


Arts of eloquence may be brought to 
give 
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give their aſſiſtance. But ſome of thoſe 
Arts depend on gifts of Nature, and can- 
not be attained by any ſtrength of Genius 
or Underſtanding. Even where Nature 
has been liberal of thoſe neceſſary requi- 
ſites, they muſt be cultivated by much 
practice before the proper exerciſe of them 
can be acquired. Thus a public Speaker 
may have a voice that is muſical and of 
great compaſs, but it requires much time 
and labour to acquire its juſt modula- 
tion and that variety of flexion and tone, 
which a pathetic diſcourſe requires. The 
ſame difficulty attends the acquiſition of 
that propriety of action, that power over 
the expreſſive features of the countenance, 
particularly of the eyes, ſo neceſſary to 
command the Hearts and Paſſions of 
Mankind. | 

II is uſually ſaid that a Preacher, who 
feels 
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ket what he is ſaying himſelf, will na- 
turally ſpeak with that tone of voice and 
expreſſion in his countenance that ſuits 
the Subject, and which is neceſſary to 
move his Audience. Thus it is ſaid, 
a perſon under the influence of fear, 
anger or ſorrow, looks and ſpeaks in the 
manner naturally expreſſive of theſe emo- 
tions. This is true in ſome meaſure; but 
it can never be ſuppoſed that any Preach- 
er will be able to enter into his Subject 
with ſuch real warmth upon every occa- 
ſion. Beſides, every prudent Man will 
be afraid to abandon himſelf ſo entirely 
to any impreſſion, as he muſt do to pro- 


duce this effect. — Moſt Men, when 


ſtrongly affected by any Paſſion or emo- 
tion, have ſome peculiarity-.1in their ap- 
pearance, which does not properly be- 


* to the natural expreſſion of ſuch an 


emotion. 
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emotion. If this be not properly cor- 
rected, a public Speaker, who is really 
warmed and animated with his Subject, 
may yet make a very ridiculous and con- 
temptible figure. — It is the buſineſs of 
Art to ſhew Nature in her moſt amiable 
and graceful forms, and not with thoſe 
peculiarities in which ſhe appears in par- 
ticular inſtances; and it is this difficul- 
ty of properly repreſenting Nature that 
renders the eloquence and action both 
of the Pulpit and Stage acquiſitions of 
ſuch hard attainment. 
Bur beſides thoſe talents inherent in a 


Preacher himſelf, an intimate knowledge 


of Nature will ſuggeſt the neceſſity of at- 
tending to certain external circumſtances, 
which operate powerfully on the Mind, 
and prepare it for receiving the deſigned 
impreſſions. Such in particular is the 
O proper 
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proper regulation of Church Muſic, and 
the ſolemnity and pomp of public Wor- 
ſhip. Independent of the effect that theſe 
things have on the Imagination, it might 
be expected that a juſt Taſte, a ſenſe of 
decency and propriety, would make them 
more attended to than we find they are. 
We acknowledge that they have been ab- 
uſed, and occaſioned the groſſeſt Super- 
ftition; but this univerſal propenſity to 
carry them to excels is the ſtrongeſt proof 
that the attachment ro them 1s deeply root- 
ed in human Nature, and conſequently 
that it is the buſineſs of good ſenſe to re- 
gulate and not vainly attempt to extinguiſh 
it. Many religious ſects in their infancy 
have ſupported. themſelves without any of 
theſe external aſſiſtanees; but when time 
has abated the fervour of their zeal, we 
always find that their public Worſhip has 
8 | been 
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been conducted with the moſt remarkable 
coldneſs and inattention, unleſs ſupported 
by well regulated ceremonies. Thoſe ſects 


who in their beginning have been moſt diſ- 


tinguiſhed for a religious enthuſiaſm that 


deſpiſed all forms, and the genius of whoſe 
Religion could not admit of any being in- 


troduced, have either been of ſhort dura» 


tion, or ended in Infidelity. 
Tus many difficulties that attend the 


practical Art of making Religion influ- 


ence the manners and lives of Mankind, 
by acquiring a command over the Imagi- 
nation and Paſſions, have made it too ge- 
nerally neglected even by the moſt emi- 
nent of the Clergy for learning and good 
ſenſe. Theſe have rather choſen to confine 
themſelves to a tract, where they were ſure 
to excell by the force of their own Genius, 
than to attempt a road where their ſucceſs 

92 was 
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was doubtful, and where they might be 
outſhone by Men greatly their inferiors. 
It has therefore been principally cultiva- 
ted by Men of lively Imaginations, poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſome natural advantages of voice 
and manner. But as no Art can ever be- 
come very beneficial to Mankind unleſs it 


be under the direction of Genius and good 


ſenſe, it has too often happened, that the 
Art we are now ſpeaking of has become 
ſubſervient to the wildeſt Fanaticiſm, often 
to the gratification of vanity, and ſome- 


- times to ſtill more unworthy purpoſes. 


TE third view of Religion conſiders 
it as engaging and intereſting the Aﬀec- 
tions, and comprehends the devotional or 
ſentimental part of it. — The devotional 
ſpirit is in a great meaſure conſtitutional, 
depending on livelineſs of Imagination 
and ſenſibility of Heart, and like theſe qua- 

; 2 lities, 
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lities, prevails more in warmer climates 
than ours. What ſhews the great depen- 
dence it has on the Imagination, is the 
remarkable attachment it has to Poetry 
and Muſic, which Shakeſpear calls the 
Food of Love, and which may with equal 
truth be called the Food of Devotion. The 
Deity, viewed by the eye of cool Reaſon, 
may be ſaid with great propriety to dwell 
in light. inacceſſible. The Mind ftruck 
with the immenſity of his being, and a 
ſenſe of its own littleneſs and unworthi- 
neſs, admires with that diſtant awe and 
veneration that rather excludes love. But 
viewed by a devout Imagination he may 
become an object of the warmeſt affection, 
and even paſſion.— The Philoſopher con- 
ſiders the Divinity in all thoſe marks of 
wiſdom and benignity diffuſed through 


the whole works of Nature. The de- 
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vout Man confines his views rather to 
his on particular connection with the 
Deity, the many inſtances of goodneſs he 
himſelf has experienced, and the many 
greater he ſtill hopes for. This eſta- 
 bliſhes an intercourſe, which often inter- 
eſts the Heart and Paſſions in the deepeſt | 
manner. The devotional Taſte, like all 
other Taſtes, has had the fate to be con- 
demned as a weakneſs by all who are 
ſtrangers to its joys and its influence. Too 
frequent occaſion has been given to turn 
this Subject into ridicule. —A heated and 
devout Imagination, when not under 
the direction of a very good Underſtand- 
ing, is apt to run very wild; and is as im- 
patient to publiſh all its follies to the 
World. — The feelings of a devout Heart 
ſhould be mentioned with great reſerve 
and delicacy, as they depend upon pri- 
| os vate 
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vate experience, and certain circumſtances 


of Mind and Situation, which the World 
cannot know nor judge of. But devo- 


tional writings executed with Judgment 
and Taſte, are not only highly uſeful, 


but to all, who have a ſenſe of n | 


peculiarly engaging. 


Tux devotional ſpirit united to good 


ſenſe and a chearful temper, gives that 


ſteadineſs to virtue, which it always wants 


when produced and ſupported by good 
natural diſpoſitions only. It corrects and 


humanizes thoſe conſtitutional vices, 


which it is not able entirely to ſubdue 
and though it may not be able to render 
Men perfectly virtuous, it preſerves them 


from becoming utterly abandoned. It 


has the moſt favourable influence on all 


the paſſive virtues; it gives a ſoftneſs 


and 1 to the Heart, and a 


O 4 mild- 
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mildneſs and gentleneſs to the Man- 
ners; but above all, it produces an uni- 
verſal chawty and love to Mankind, 
however different in Station, Country, or 
Religion. There is a ſublime yet tender 
melancholy, almoſt the univerſal atten- 
dant on Genius, which is too apt to de- 
generate into gloom and diſguſt with the 
World. Devotion is admirably calculated 
to ſooth this diſpoſition, by inſenſibly lead- 
ing the Mind, while it ſeems to indulge 
it, to thoſe proſpects which calm every 
murmur of diſcontent, and diffuſe a 
chearfulneſs over the darkeſt hours of 
human Life. — Perſons in the pride of 
high health and ſpirits, who are keen in 
the purſuits of pleaſure, intereſt, or am- 
bition, have cither no Ideas on this Sub- 
ject, or treat it as the enthuſiaſm of a weak 
Mind. But this really ſhews great nar- 
rownels 


rowneſs of Underſtanding ; a very little 
reflection and acquaintance with Nature 
might teach them on how precarious 
a foundation their boaſted independence 
on Religion is built; the thouſand name- 
leſs accidents that may deftroy it, and 
though for ſome years they ſhould eſcape 
theſe, yet that time muſt impair the 
oreateſt vigour of health and ſpirits, and 
deprive them of all thoſe objects for which 
at preſent they may think life only worth 
enjoying. It ſhould ſeem therefore very 
neceſſary to ſecure ſome permanent ob- 
jet, ſome ſupport to the Mind againſt 
the time when all others ſhall have loſt 
their influence. — The greateſt inconye- 
nience, indeed, that attends devotion, is 
its taking ſuch a ſtrong hold of the Aﬀec- 
tions, as ſometimes threatens the extin- 
guiſhing of every other active Principle of 
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the Mind. When the devotional ſpirit 
falls in with a melancholy temper, it is 
apt to depreſs the Mind entirely, to fink 
it to the weakeſt Superſtition, and to pro- 
duce total retirement and abſtraction from 
the World, and all the duties of life. 

I ſhall now conclude theſe looſe obſer- 
vations thrown out on a Subject of great 
extent and importance, v1z. the advantages 
which ariſe to Mankind from thoſe facul- 
ties, which diſtinguiſn them from the 
reft of the Animal World, advantages 
which do not ſeem correſpondent to what 
might be reaſonably expected from a 
proper exertion: of theſe faculties, not 
even among the few who have the great- 
eſt intellectual abilities, and the greateſt 
leiſure to improve them. The capital error 
ſeems to confift in ſueh Mens confining 
their attention chiefly to enquiries that 

are 
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are either of little importance, or the ma- 
terials of which lie in their own Minds.— 
The bulk of Mankind are made to act, 
not to reaſon, for which they have nei- 
ther abilities nor leiſure. They who poſ- 
ſeſs that deep, clear and comprehenſive 
Underſtanding which conſtitutes a truly 
philoſophical Genius, ſeem born to an 
aſcendency. and empire over the Minds 
and Affairs of Mankind, if they would 
but aſſume it. It cannot be expected, 
that they ſhould poſſeſs all thoſe powers 
and talents which are requiſite in the ſeve- 


ral uſeful and elegant Arts of life, but it 


is they alone who are fitted to direct and 
regulate their application. 


Read at the Philoſophical Society, 
January 11th. 1763. 
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